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The Daily Star

Historic chance for
genuine democracy
Says Volker Turk; OHCHR to

opm office in Dhaka soon
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mass uprising.
cummhﬂmmhrmxman

rights made the remarks in hismeechaddreqﬁnguudmm

at Dhaka University on the
fml;a dnazlg{ih;h(w day visit
10 yesterday.
He said youths seized
the moment to mﬂ&
country on a erent
pathway after struggling
with divisive politics for

decades.

to renew and milal!se_r:
genuing  democracy.

“deliver deep reform,”
Thmugh this,

[hc
start

pbcem o{ truth, iusdr.e
and healing” and ensure that the benefits of development

are enjoved by all people,
This is also an opportunity (o rebuild the country on

a "foundation of equality
ed, Irmspecd\e
He offered some ohsmau(ms in his speech.

and valu
idealogy ar

~wlwlecvu)mceishaxd
class, gender, race, political

First, a

human rightsapproach callsfortruth, justice, and healing
{forrecent events and past human rights violations.

democracy

FROM PYE L

ccored, at 2 broader level, Bangladesh
IOt epportunity o
confront longsianding human rights
violavions, mebuild an open, diverse
and tolerant dvic space, and refoem
key staie institutions,

Thitd, human  rights  should
underpin the democratle prixess,

A human rights approach calls for
a livel plaving fiele! that enables afl
political parties (o participate [teely.

Citizens must be abje to participate
in demngratic governance and have a
real sy in devision making.

Free and faie dections reguire
an envivopinent where [reedofi of
expression, asdociation and peaceful
assembly are respecied

Fourth: this is an opporeunity for
inclusive, " sustainable  development
policics that bénelit evervmne, Turk
said.

He alsh offered the students ajl:
out support in their Initiatives: to
rebuild the hation.

"My Office is ready to play its
part, staring with the Pt Fnding
Mission already underway.

“Incquality, cyeles of  revenge
and retribution,  marginalisation;
corruption, and gross human rights
violations ninst he consigned to the
past, There miist be no repethion, no
going backs The present and future
belong 1o equality, to juscice.”

Earlicr, after meeting Twk ot a
city o, Sodial, Welfare  Adviser
Sharmeen § Murshid said the Office
of the High Commissioner for
Human Righes will estabiish an office
in Dhaka'spar.

LW A very important degision.
The interim government agreed on
the essablishment of the UN Fluman
Rights affice in Dhaka. Trs presence

hus an

here will ssrengrhien our position on
human rights” she said.

The establishment of the human
rights
investigation into areas of human
rights violations, Shammeen added.

The adviser also said political
governménts  did  nol  property
imvestigate righes violations i the
past. And when dvil soticty groups
probed rights violations and had the
facts out, they cameunder pressure.

She said the UN delegation also
asked the challenges the inwenm
government facgs and how it fooks at
the situation now,

“We all said where our challenges
are and where the UN Human Rights
olfice can stand by us®

Advisers Syeda Rixwana  Hasan,
Adilur Rahman, Farida: Akver and
Nahid Islam were ales present.

After a meeting with Law Adviser
Asif Nazrul at the Secretariat, Tusk
said the UN Human Rights Office
wanted Bangladesh (o movoke the
death sentence.

In reply, Naxnal sald the interim
government. saw no scope o do it
now. "The Penal Code has provisions
for the death sentence: There I8 no
scopefor amending it all of a sudden,”
he (old reporters afier the mesting,

Turk told the media that he asked
for  Hangladesh's human  rights
commission to be srrengthened o
uphald the rights:

The UN Fact-Finding Mission was
giving due importance o human
rights viclations during the July-
August -mass uprising, he said and
added the UN Headquarters was
overseeing the entire matter.

A ON Faer-Fding Mission has
been wopking since mid- September

office  will =pable direct

Historic chance for genuine

1o probe the human rights violations
between July 1 and August 15,

Mare than 1695 murder cases,
incloding @ Jeast 75 against
high polile  poliicans  and
busingsspersons linked to the Anami
League, were filed after the fall of the
regime.

Many of the cases were also fed
under the Inemational Crimes
Tribunal (ICT) Aax  which has
provisions for the death sentence.

Tark wanted 0 khow mare abowt
the ICT Act, said Nazrul The UN
rights bass asked for the draft of the
amendments to the ICT Act, which
the government will provide.

Those sccused in the cases under
the 1CT Act will be provided with all
legal rights w defond themselves, the
adviser said,

The adviser said the government
may ke forensic or technical
suppart from the UN for justice.
"There will bcnolnlustlcc as was the
case i the pase,®

Asked if the Avami League would
be able to contest in the next alection,
Nazrul said, “It is for the people (o
decicle whether this party should
have palitical rights or noc.”

After the meeting: with Turk,

Home Adviser 13 Gen {rewd) Jahangir
Alami. C ¢ told the media
that xhchﬁghmbeﬁsashdfonh:.
interim government’s cooperation ta
promote human tights issues.

He said the. imerim goyerniment
would  work a8 per  the
recommendations of the UN Fact
Finding Missioa report.

Turk also seressdd the pmwainn
aof the viclims and witnesses and
Tlahangjr said the governmens would
ensare i
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DU to establish ]uly
Revolutlot 1 Co—* ner’

30 October 2024

and DU campus dunng the July

'DHAKA University vice- mo

chancellor professor Niaz
Ahmed Khan announced
Tuesday that the DU au-
thorities would establish a
“July Revolution Corner’ to
honour the student-led up-
rising of July-August 2024.
The university also

plans to host academic con-
ferences and workshops *

centred on the avents of the
uprising.

Professor Niaz shared
‘the initiative during a

rights Volker Turk ettended
the event alongside DU
proctor . _associate profes-
sor Saifuddin Ahmed and
officials from the UN resi-
dent coordinator’s office in
Dhaka.

Before the meeting,
Volker Turk viewed graffiti

created by students on the

uprising.
In his remarks vC Ni.nz

pimd to build a new Bang-
ladesh together with the
coordinators and students
of the movement.

‘He also confirmed that
DU had established a com-
mittee to investigate the vi-
olent incidents of August.

“This committee will fully

_ cooperate with the UN's

fact-finding team to bring
the perpetrators to justice.’
High commissioner

Volker 'I\n'k hlghhghted
the need to addeand:mdesh
rights issues in

stating that Bangladesh
had a unique opportunity

to confront human rights
violations and to introduce

reforms within its core in-
stitutions.

~ He expressed the UN's
commitment to supporting
the interim government in

rebuilding institutions, re-

instating civil rights, pro-
moting accountability, and
implementing  processes.
for a smooth transition.
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The Daily Observer

DU, DMP discuss
to launch shuttle
bus service on

Campus P g
DU Correspondent

A six-member delegation
‘led by Dhaka Metropolitan
Police (DMP) Additional
Commissioner  (Traffic)
Khondaker Nazmul Hasan
met Dhaka University (DU)
Vice Chancellor Prof Niaz
Ahmed Khan at his. office
on Monday and discussed
controlling of public trans-
port movement on the

campus.

Besidesr dwy" disc“ssed
to launch a shuttle bus sery-
ice on the campus for the
university students, deter-
mine routes and to set up
bars at six entrances.

Prof Niaz said the univer-

‘sity authorities have already

taken steps to start shuttle
bus service on the campus.

He sought support from
DMP in various matters
including the development
of traffic management on
the campus.



