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DUJA gets
new body

UNB, DU

Mohiuddin  Muzahid
Mahi, Dhaka University
Correspondent of Bang-
ladesh Sangbad Sangst-
ha (BSS), and Mutaher
Hussain, DU corre-
spondent. .of  Daily
Janakantha, have been
elected president and
general secretary of the
Dhaka University Jour-

nalists’ Association
(DUJA) for one year

The election was
held at the DUJA office
at the Teacher-Student
Centre of DU on
Monday,

Chief Election Com-
missioner Riadul Karim

DUJA gets
new lﬂjy. A
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The Daily Observer

"TUNHYGIENIC STREET FOODS
10 parasites threaten school-goer chentele

. Tausiful Islam

'Q recent study found the presence
of ten parasites in street foods in
Dhaka Metropolitan City, posing
risks to public health specially to
the school going students.

Conducted between September
2021 and June 2022, the research

street food vendors near 50 schools
and their corresponding faecal
samples.

Street food is popular in Dhaka,
offering affordable and flavourful
options for many families, specially
schoolehildren. However, the study
underscores a troubling link
between the unhygienic practices
of vendors and the prevalence of
parasitic infections among young
consumers.

Microscopic examination of the
samples at Parasifology Laboratory
of Dhaka University (DU) Zoology
Department identified seven out of
ten parasite species in both food
and stool samples. The most preva-
lent parasites included Blastocystis
hominis (21.5pc), Cystoisospora
belli (20.5pc), and Ascaris lumbri-
coides (17pc). These parasites are
known to cause severe gastroin-

testinal issues, such as diarrhoea
- and abdominal pain, p signif-
icant health risks to children.

Some common street foods
mentioned in the study are Fuchka,
Chotpati, Achar, Jhalmuri, Televaja
(Beguni/Piazu/Alur Chop) and
Sherbat, among others. .

The study also assessed ven-

dors' hygiene practices.
armiex:igly 95.5pc of the vendors
reported irregular hand washing

0.5pc stated they washed their
hands regularly, while 4pc admit-

ted to never washing their hands
before .~ handling food.
e, 97pc used previous-

ly contaminated water for clean-

ing utensils, and none utilised

soap dudn z the washing process.”
72pc of vendoss left food uncov-

\eted. inviting contamination from

analysed food samples from 200

during food preparation. Only |

significant associations between’
the prevalence of parasites in
stool samples and various risk
factors, Factors such as age,
smoking status and the use of
unhygienic materials for food
preparation were linked to higher
parasite counts. For instance,
85pc of vendors lacked any formal
education whi!c 86pc of them
were smokers,

These findings underscore the
severe health implications for chil-
dren, whose developing immune
systems make them more suscepti-
ble to food-borne illnesses. In

(BFSA) mmmm food safe-

1y measures remain limited. The ’

lack of awareness among vendors
about food safety laws én?weak
enforcement of %

. DU study finds 97pc vendors reusmg wntammated water

associated with street food con-
-sumption in Dhaka city due to
ﬁaeco-nral parasitic infection in
vandom‘ was published by
Elsevier in
Prof Dr Shamun Musa. of DU

Priyanka Barua
the Department, Assistant Prof
Ahsan Rahman Jamee of DU
smusaanepmem.Zoologystu-
dent Sharmila Shaha and Research
Assistant Krishna Sukonna Banik.
The Dhaka University authori-
ties funded the project.
Talking to the Daily Observer,
Superviaot of the study Prof Dr
Sharmin Musa stressed the need
for immediate interventions to

long-lasting impacts on their
health and education.
wwuamphmedmming
rogrammes focused on safe food
hanﬂhgmdhygimpmc&:esfor
street food vendors.
She said improved infrastruc-
ture, including clean vending sites
ﬂpmperunlmdnnfncﬂhin.k

12 November 2024



