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Special committee on politics :;:«mmm:;z ﬂ
at DU begins its work TR s

Y TR, e, TR RS
A special committee consisting of eminent  and retired Professor of DU's Department of 99, gfeeRaHz A9 W.
personalities has begun working to examine Botany Dr. ZN Tahmida Begum, Chairman ACHE HICADA] 8 HERR L[4
the nature and form of political activities of the Bangla Academy and former FTETH AEATS G517 aFfe 8 2T
on the Dhaka University campus, reports. Professor of DU's Department of Bengali Dr. T v e I9erRE
The first meeting of the committee was Abyl Kasem Fazlul Haq and Professor Dr SM eaEAn wawd e enfET em
held at the Nabab Nawab Ali Chowdhury ‘Shamim Reza of DU's Department of Mass 94 |-FAEEfE | -
Senate Hall on Saturday. Communication and Journalism.
DU Vice-chancellor Prof Dr Niaz Ahmad During the meeting, the committee decided
Khan, and Pro-vice Chancellor (Admin) Prof  to set up a suggestion box and create a
Dr. Syama Haque Bidisha, among others, special email to ease discussions, consulta-
attended the meeting. tions, and feedback from key stakeholders
The committee was formed with former on various issues including the Dhaka
Supreme Court Appellate Division judge University Central Students' Union (DUCSU) |
Justice Mohammad Abdul Matin. elections, student politics in residential

Other members include former Chairman of halls, and improving teacher-student rela-
‘the Bangladesh Public Service Commission tions.
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The Bangladesh Today
Special committee

’ on pohtlcs at DU
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The Country Today
Special committee on on DU

campus begms activities

DU correspondent :

A special committee comprising with
eminent personalities on the nature and
form of political practice on Dhaka
University campus has begun its activ-
ities.

The first meeting of the committee was
held on Saturday at the Nabab Nawab
~ Ali Chowdhury Senate Bhaban meet-

ing room. Dhaka
Chancellor Professor Dr. Niaz Ahmed
Khan and Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Admin

) Prof Dr. Saima Haque Bidisha were
present at the meeting. The meeting
was chaired by the convener of the
committee, retired Justice Md. Abdul
Matin, Appellate Division of the
Supreme Court, and the members of
the commiftee were Dr. Z.N. Tahmida
Begum, former Chairman of the
Bangladesh Public Service
Commission  Continued to page 2

University Vice-

P——

Special committee on

and retired Professor of the Department of Botany, Dhaka
UmmtyDrAbulKa&hemFazlulanue.Chaixmanof
Bangla Academy and retired of the Department of
Bangla, Dhaka University, and of the Department of
MtnCommtcanonandJoumahsm.DhakaUmvemtySM
Shamim Reza

'lhememgdmdgibs& a suggestion box and open a
Wﬂuﬂﬂwmmml‘ﬂawmandmvemw&
tions from key stakeholders on various issues including
NCSwaﬁmmdemmmmmMﬂWﬂ

development of
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umimrtiﬂed ‘Cox’s BaurDhloguo. Light ofFomnﬁcl
Comn Alliance-Dhaka at the RC Majumder Arts
AdvlurA F. Hasan Arif was present as the

+th ~ -Photo: DU Public Relations
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The Daily Post
/ Special body _ - Special body

on politics at ‘ " Contd. from Page 12 ‘
DU 11 Abdul Matin. Other members include former chairman
beg 1ns ‘ é:f the Bangladesh Public Service Commission and

DP Report - retired professor of DU's department of botany ZN

| Tahmida Begum, chairman of the Bangla Academy and

A  special committee |former professor of DU's Bengali department Abul
consisting of eminent | Kasem Fazlul Haq and professor SM Sharmim Reza of
personalities has begun | DU's mass communication and journalism
its work to examine the department. During the meeting, the committee
nature and form of decided to set up a suggestion box and create a special
political activities on the email to ease discussions, consultations, and feedback
Dhaka University | from key stakeholders on various issueseincluding the
campus. . Dhaka University Central Students’ Union (DUCSU)

The first meeting of elections, student politics in residential halls, and
the committee was held improving teacher-student relations.
at the Nabab Nawab Ali As per the committee's decision, it will consult and
Chowdhury Senate Hall exchange views with the university's general students,
on Saturday. | alumni, distinguished citizens, journalists, former

DU vice chancellor DUGSU leaders, and parents. >
professor Niaz Ahmad | The committee will provide the university
Khan, and pro vC | authorities . with necessary advice and
(admin), professor Dr | recommendations on the nature and practice of
Syama Haque Bidisha Political activities on campus.

among others attended
the ‘ meeting. @ The
committee was formed
with former Supreme
Court appellate division
judge Justice Mohammad

(SEE Pagellcol.4)
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The Dhaka Tribune

Discipline returns
to DU halls, but
seat crisis persists

H Mahathir Mohammed

The return of control of Dhaka
University (DU) halls to the DU
administration, following the
ouster of the Chhatra League
from the campus, has brought
some discipline back to the al-
location of seats. However, the
underlying issue of a shortage of
student accommodation contin-
ues to plague the university.

Most dormitories
at DU house double
their intended
capacity

Amid this shortage, some DU
staff members have resorted to
renting out their allocated flats
to students in need of accommo-
dation. However, this practice is
far from a sustainable long-term
solution and is not allowed by

the university as the flats are
meant to be used by the staff
members they are allocated to.

An investigation conducted
by a DU committee on April 30
revealed that 249 out of 560 flats
allocated to university staff are
being rented out, either partially
or entirely. The report detailed
that 49 flats are fully rented out,
69 flats have a single room rented
out, and 131 flats have two rooms
rented out.

These flats, located in Sheikh
Russel Tower, Bangabandhu
Tower, Uttar Nilkhet, Dakkhin
Nilkhet, and Azimpur residential
areas, are officially designated for |
DU staff. While DU has allocated
918 flats for staff use, the investi-
gation did not cover all of them.

Sources within the investiga-
tion committee suggested that
the number of rented flats in the
unexamined areas is similarly
high. Overcrowding was also
highlighted, with up to 12 people
reportedly sharing a single flat.
Each tenant typically pays Tk
2,000-3,000 in rent.

1) PAGESCOLUMNZ

D1sc1phne;eturns to DU halls, but seat crisis persists

(¢ PAGE1COLUMN2

family. So, Ilive elsewhere with my
family and rent out this flat. This
helps cover my accommodation
costs while providing much-rieed-
ed housing for students”
Acute accommodation crisis
DU students face a severe ac-
commodation crisis, with most
dormitories housing double their
inwended capacity. Male dormi-
tories often have rooms designed
foraspedﬁcnumberofsmdenm
overcrowded, while female dor-
mmﬁsf‘aoesimnarchanengs.
In some female halls, make-
shift  “gonorooms” (shared
rooms) have been reinstated
under the guise of legal seating
arrangements. Female students
residing in halls located outside
the main campus, such as Ku-

=

wait Moitree Hall and Bangamata
Sheikh Fazilatunnesa Mujib Hall

harassment, , commuting chal-
lenges, and i@sey isolation

uary-February 2024 investiga-
tion led by Fatema Binte Mosta-
fa, DU’s estate manager, revealed
that many flats in Sheikh Russell
Tower are either entirely or par-

Overcrowding in dormitories

The removal of students who
have finished studying at the
university from dormitories, fol-
lowing the end of the Chhatra
League’s control over seat allo-
cations, slightly alleviated the

_ crisis and led to the abolishment
mand for seats far exceeds the

In Sir A F Rahman Hall, rooms
designed for four students now
accommodate eight. Similar
overcrowding is reported in

. Muktijoddha Ziaur Rahman Hall,

Jaatir Janak Bangabandhu Hall,

Shahid Sergeant Zohurul Huq

Hall, Amor Ekushey Hall, and
Jashim Uddin Hall.

Fatema Binte Mostafa said:
“Of the 49 staff who rented out
their flats entirely, 35 have been
evicted, and their flats returned
to the estate office. Additionally,
200 staff members who partially
rented out their flats have been
issued notices”

Land

mismanagement
DU reportedly began with 650
acres of land, of which only 274

acres have been effectively uti-
lized. Alarmingly, over 12 acres
have been lost due to negligence
by the estate office, while ap-
proximately 51.99 acres allotted
by the government remain un-
used due to a lack of funding.

In 2020, DU’s syndicate ap-
proved a master plan for the uni-
versity, which proposed an esti-
mated budget of Tk 9,000 crore,
However, even after four years,
implementation has yet to begin.

The master plan is divided
into three phases. The first phase
includes constructing new dor-
mitories to replace old struc-
tures, with plans to accommo-
date 2,600 female students and
3,600 male students.

The acting director of DU’s Of-

government funding for the first
phase of the master plan. The al-
location process is underway.” ¢
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