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DU tohold ~ DU to hold new year rally as ‘Ananda =~

new year

rally as | FDOMBAGR1COL This year's Boishakhwill  Paric-Chobi Haat, behindthe  womenfootballers, acrobatic |
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Ohaka University DUl callngei arest

celebrate this year's’ This year's theme,

Boishakh with its traditional "Noboborshe Oikotaan,

vibrant rally titled der Ob "

'mwmm.m ommylnmmrandof

decades-old name 'Mangal menm;dulndbymu\llcr

Shobhajatra’, reports UNB. ctmuaroumuaw

hnltyotﬂmhucnmd-v» bythe Faculty of
DU Vice-Chancellor Prof Dr mmmmm
mwm\ho-\!h of cultural liberation, ensuring

ProfrSaymatioqueBidisha, | and ethric communities iving
Pro-Vice Chancellor Bangladesh.
(Aadﬂl&)MDer.ml‘\‘ ‘Fheyugbﬁldth!‘l.he

orm
Jahangir Alam Chowdhury,and  Shobhajatra' will reflect the
Moﬂhmwdﬂﬂ!w; nation's rich cultural di
| Prof DrAzharul Istam Sheikh people'sasp ith
muummdnm \ spiritof aliberal, inch
! on the name society,
fAMllﬂlm The celebration of Pahela
Sheikh said, "Asyou knaw, ‘ Boishakh is 2 move forward

r |ssarmzjn:fﬂ expression, cultural practice
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New Year with
‘Borshoboron Shobha]atra
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Abu Jakir

In a significant shift, this year's Bangla
New Year procession organized by the
Faculty of Fine Arts at Dhaka
University (DU) wili be held under the
name "Borshoboron Ananda
Shobhajatra," marking a departure
from the traditional title "Mangal
shobhajatra.”

The announcement was made at a
press conference on Friday by Prof.
Azharul Islam Sheikh, Dean of the Fine
Arts Faculty.

"The new name reflects a revival of the

original spirit of the procession which
began in 1989 as 'Ananda Shobhajatra’
before renamed as 'Mangal
Shobha]ah-a,"' said Prof. Sheikh.

"This year's 'Borshoboron Ananda
Shobhajatra’ captures the country's
multi-dimensional cultural heritage,
the collective hopes and dreams of its
people, and a commitment to a liberal,
inclusive society.”

The event, seheduled for 2:00 a.m. on |
April 14, will begin at the Faculty of
Fine Arts. The vibrant procession will
pass through Shahbagh, Raju sculp-
ture, Shahid Minar, Doel Chattar, and

pangla Academy, before returning to |
its starting point.

The theme for this years Bangla New
Year celebrations is "Naboborshoer

OlkyoTan Fascibader Oboshan” (The
Harmcn) “of the New Yedr, the End of -
Fascism), signaling a strong stance
against intolerance and in favor of unity
and freedom of expression.

High-ranking university officials,
including DU Vice Chancellor Prof.
Niaz Ahmed Khan, Pro Vice
Chancellors Prof. Sayema Haque
Bidisha and Prof. Mamun Ahmed,
Treasurer Prof. M. Jahangir Alam, and
Proctor Saifuddin Ahmed, were pres-
ent at the press conference.

Prof. Sheikh exnphasumd that the fes-
tivities this year aim to foster a sense of
belonging and cultural participation
among all communities. “From the hills
to the plains, of eth-
mdtv-wﬂl celebrate this New Year

" he said. "This is a step toward
bmldmg ahumaneand inclusive nation.”

The procession will feature 20 deco-
rated horses at the front and a convoy

_g{lcksha\«w at the rear, with the gener-
public joining from behind.
Participants Contd on page-11- Col-4
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will include mpresenmﬂvs from 28

ethnic communities, private universi-

ties, youth bands, and artistes from
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oppression in Palmtme, peace pxgeons
palanquins, and water bottles com-

memorating martyr Mugdha.
Medium motifs will showcase
Sultanate and Mughal face masks,
native birds, horses, traditional fishing
traps, ploughs, and artworks highlight-
ing the country’s iconic landscapes.
Other highlights include .perform-
ances by the Sadhana Dance
Organization, Rangdhanu Garment
Workers' Artistes Group, female foot-
ballers, acrobats, and rickshaw and

| horse-drawn carriage rallies.

Security measures have also been
announced. The DU campus will be
accessible only via Nilkhet and Palashi
Road, and the Shahbagh and TSC

meh-oshumswillmm closed fmm
&Wmmmlﬁ\emdumofﬂ\ecel-
ebmhon: '

sive marmer,
mly&eBanglaNewYearbutabothe
new years of various ethnic communi-
ties.

‘The decision was finalized at an
inter-ministerial meeting held on
March 23 at the Mimstry of Cultural
Affairs, chaired by Cultural Affairs
Adyviser Mostofa Sarwar Farooki.

"For the first time, the government is

a national-level inclusive
festlval involving ethnic groups such as
the Chakma, Marma, Tripura, and
Garo communities, said an official
handout issued by the Ministry on
Al

PA':I Banglaﬂah steps into the new
year, the rebranding of the procession
and the broader inclusion of marginal-
ized voices promise a celebration that
honors both heritage and harmony-
offermg a powerful reminder of the
countiry’s cultuml richness and pro-

gressive aspxrahom.




