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Free Palestin

The Daily Observer
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e demonstration

draws DU students, citizens

DU Correspondent

A demonstration led by
Dhaka University (DU)
students under the ban-
ner of 'Palestine Unity'
took place at the Raju
Memorial Sculpture on
Tuesday at 4:30 PM,
protesting the ongoing
genocide in Gaza. The
protest attracted not only
university students but
also children and people
from = various  back-
grounds, all demanding
an end to Israeli aggres-
sion and condemning the
international communi-

“ty's silence on the
humanitarian crisis.
With placards held high

and chants resounding
through,, the campus,
'demonstrators  voiced
their outrage at the Israeli
'military’'s actions. Unlike
globally coordinated
protests, this was a spon-
taneous movement driv-
‘en by Bangladeshi youth
angered by the escalating
violence. Signs carried
slogans such as "Save
Gaza," "Freedom is a
right, not a privilege," and
"From the river to the sea,
Palestine will be free."
Religious chants, includ-
ing "Nar?yen Takbeer,
Allahu Akbar" (Proclaim
the Greatness, God is the

Greatest), merged spiritu-
al solidarity with the call
for justice.

A student leader from
Palestine Unity declared,
"We can no longer remain
idle while Israeli forces
continue  to slaughter
innocent = Palestinians.
The destruction of Israel
is inevitable-they must be

held accountable for the -

blood of those children.”
Other demonstrators car-
ried messages such as
"Azad Palestine,” "You
can't defeat a nation led
by the Prophet," and "Up
Up Palestine." One pro-
tester, draped in the
Palestinian flag, stated,
"This is no longer just a
distant issue. Gaza's suf-
fering is our suffering. The
silence of world powers
speaks volumes. If we
don't take action now,
when will we?"

In a symbolic act, pro-
testers wrapped a fellow
demonstrator  in  the
Palestinian flag and laid
him on the ground, repre-
senting a martyr from
Gaza. This portrayal was
meant to honour the
innocent lives lost in
Israeli airstrikes and
ensure their suffering
would not be forgotten.
As tensions heightened,
participants held up

images of Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu, u.s.
President Donald Trump,
and Saudi King Salman
bin Abdulaziz, then struck
them with shoes-a cultur-
al sign of protest-while
chanting, "Netanyahu'r
kopale, Juta maro tale
tale!" (Strike Netanyahu
on the forehead with your
shoes in rhythm).
Interestingly, vendors
capitalised on the event
by selling flags and acces-
sories around the protest
site. Palestinian flags
ranged in price from BDT
20 to 120, depending on
size and material, while
Bangladeshi flags were
slightly cheaper, priced
between BDT 80 and 100.
Religious symbolic flags
were sold for BDT 120,
and branded headbands
featuring monograms of
student political groups
like Shibir and Chhatra
Dal were available for
BDT 20. When rasked
about the price differ-
ence, a vendor explained
with a grin, "Do you know
the difference between
Shimul cotton and fibre?
I've been selling
Bangladeshi flags all day
and only sold one. But
Palestinian flags?
Everyone wants one-

that's. why they cost
more."

The rally included
members  of = Dhaka
Metropolitan North

Chhatra Dal, university
students, and'even chil-
dren, some holding hand-
drawn signs illustrating
destroyed buildings and
grieving faces. Despite the
emotionally charged
atmosphere, there were
no reports of violence or
police intervention.

The ' Free Palestine
demonstration took place
as the world watched in
horror at the unfolding
crisis in Gaza.
Bangladesh, long an' out-
spoken «‘supporter of
Palestinian sovereignty,
has witnessed a surge in
grassroots  activism in
recent weeks. As world

‘leaders deliberate, many

believe that true action
must start at the grass-
roots level-within com-
munities and through the
voices of young activists.

Summarising the
protest's sentiment, one
demonstrator said,
"Remaining silent makes
us complicit. Gaza's cries
have reached Bangladesh.
We don't have weapons,
but we have voices. Today,
we made sure they were
heard."



