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Environment, forest and climate change adviser Syada Rizwana Hasan, among others, poses for a group photo at a campaign
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Plastic waste clean-up
campaign held at DU,
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_jute bags as poly

thene alternative:|

Rizwana Hasan

' ment will provide jute bags to the public
as an alternative to polythene bag
through a subsidized initiative.
Speaking at a seminar and cleanli
campaign at Dhaka University’s Sena
Bhaban, Rizwana said a project i
already underway in collaboration witl
the Ministry of Textiles and Jute.
A nationwide campaign will be launched
to promote the use of jute bags, sh

e —

will be developed with support fro
institutions like JDPC, SME Foundatio:
\ and Joyeeta Foundation.

Highlighting the need for collectiv
‘action against plastic pollution, sh
‘urged people to stop using unneces
‘plastics and challenged the notion that
plastic Continued to page 2

/" Govt to distribute jute

has no alternatives.

Dhaka University to become a campus free of single-use plas- |

tics and noise pollution, she added.
. The seminar was

 Professor Dr Nigz AbmedKban.

presided over by DU Vice-Chancellor /{

Political divides hindering

progress: DU VE:

DU Correspondent

Dhaka University = Vice-Chancellor
Professor Dr. Niaz Ahmad Khan has
voiced concérn over the pervasive polit-
ical polarization in Bangladesh, identify-
ing it as a major obstacle to national
progress. “Iin every sphere of our coun-
try, there is political division,” he said.
“This divide is one of the biggest barri-
ers to our advancement. However, the
environmental movement stands above
: ,politics——transcendiug party lines, it

1

Political divides hinderin
Political divides hinderin
 Environment, Forest and Climate Change, UNIDO, the
‘Norwegian Embassy inDhaka,aml PRAN-REL Group. !
' fn his keynote address, Professor Khan emphasized the impor-
tance of unity in environmental efforts: “There is no competi-
* tion in the environmental mevement; everyone is a collabora-
tor. Today’s event is a testament to that spirit, with participa-

brings people together. It is a greal,
opportunity to protect our environment.”
" Professor Khan made these remarks on
‘Saturday momning, while presiding over
a certificate-awarding ceremony for the
initiative “Clean and Green Campus for
Sustainable Deyelopment”, held at the
university’s Nawab Nawab Ali
Chowdhury Senate Building, The pro-
gram was organized by the University of
Dhaka in collaboration with the Ministry
of : Continued to page 2

tion from government bodies, Dhaka Medical College, BUET,
the United Nations, and the Norwegian Embassy. We want to

institutionalize this partnership.
must be maintained.”
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The connections forged today
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Environment Adviser Syeda Rizwana Hasan speaks
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Govt to distribute jute bags
at subsidized rates

ngncles

Environment Adviser Syeda Ri-
zwana Hasan yesterday said jute
bags would be provided to the pub-
lic as an alternative to polythene
shopping bags under a government
initiative that includes subsidised
distribution, reported BSS.

“A project has already been
undertaken in this regard and
the Ministry of Textiles and Jute
will collaborate to implement it,”
she said at a seminar and cleanli-
ness campaign held at the Senate
Bhaban of Dhaka University, fo-
cused on measures to prevent plas-
tic pollution.

To raise awareness about using
jute bags, she mentioned, a cam-
paign will be launched.

“New entrepreneurs will also
be developed around jute bag
production,” she added, stressing
that institutions like JDPC, SME
Foundation and Joyeeta Founda-
tion will be engaged to ensure a
sustainable system.

Rizwana said everyone must
work together to tackle plastic pol-
lution. “We ourselves must stop
the use of unnecessary plastics,”
she noted, adding that the percep-
tion that there are no alternatives
to plastic is incorrect.

Government initiatives cannot
be implemented overnight, but
they will be executed gradually,
she assured.

Professor Dr Niaz Ahmed Khan,
Vice-Chancellor of the University of
Dhaka, presided over the seminar.

Among the speakers were, Dr
Farhina Ahmed, Secretary of the
Ministry of Environment, Forest
and Climate Change; Dr Md Kam-
ruzzaman, ndc, Director General of
the Department of Environment;
Marian Rabe Knavelsrud, Deputy
Head of Mission, Royal Norwegian
Embassy, Dhaka; Prof Dr Mamun
Ahmed, Pro-Vice Chancellor (Ac-
ademic), University of Dhaka; Dr
Zaki Uz Zaman, Country Repre-
sentative of UNIDO Bangladesh;
Dr Afia Shahnaz, Dhaka Medi-
cal College; Prof Dr Md Mofizur
Rahman, BUET. :

Adviser Rizwana Hasan also
called upon the University of
Dhaka to declare its campus
free from single-use plastics and
noise pollution. »
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‘Govt to distribute jute bags :
at subsidised rates:

Environment Adviser Syeda
Rizwana Hasan on Saturday
said jute bags would be pro-

vided to the public asan alter-

native to polythene shopping
bags under a government ini-
tiative that includes sub-
. sidised distribution.
. "Aproject has already been
undertaken in this regard and

the Mlmsﬁ of Textiles and
Jute will collaborate to imple-

ment it," she said at a seminar

and cleanliness campaign
held at the Senate Bhaban of
' Dhika University, focused on

measures to prevent plastic

pollution.
To raise awareness about
using jute bags, she men-
' tioned, a campaign will be

"New entrepreneurs will

alsobe mnnd]me
bag production,” she added,

* stressing that institutions like
JDPC, SME Fémxh&m
Joyeeta Foundation will be

engagedmmnmmin
able

Rizwana said everyone
must work together to tackle

 plastic poliution. "We our-
u]vannktstopihe use of

unnecessary plastics," she

noted, adding that the per-

ception that there are no

alternatives to plastic is

incorrect. y
Government initiatives
cannot be implemented
overnighr, but they will be
executed gradually, she
Professor Dr Niaz Ahmed

Khan, Vice-Chancellor of the

“of
presided over the seminar.

Among the speakers
' D:Bammaahmed,mw;m'ry .

University

~ the  Ministry

Environment, Forest and
Climate Change; Dr Md

Kamruzzaman, ndc,
Director General of the
Department of

Environment; Marian Rabe
Knavelsrud, Deputy Head of
Mission, Koyal Norwegian
Embassy, Dhaka; Prof Dr
Mamun Ahmed, Pjo-Vice
i
University of Dhaka;

Uz Zaman, Country

Dhaka,

(Acaﬂemié). '

Representative of UNIDO |

Dr Afia

Bangladesh;

' Shahnaz, Dhaka Medical

College; Prof Dr Md Mofizur
Rahlmn.BUBT —UNB
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