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of the Ducsu president, the final amended constitution retains the VC inthisrole, albeit with certain limitations, Photo shows the Ducsu building ~ MEHEDI HASAN/DHAKA TRIBUNE

High expectations for Ducsu election

as students demand reforms

m Studentssee

rare chance for

fair polls

® VC's role as Ducsu
president sparks

oppaosition

m Concernsremain
over influence

of BCL

l Samsuddoza Nabab_

After years of dormancy, the
Dhaka University Central Stu-
dents® Union (Ducsu) is prepar-
ing for .elections amid intense
debates over constitutional re-
forms.

While the university admin-
istration has announced the
formation of an election com-
mission and introduced some
amendments to address student
concerns, major student organi-
zations are holding high expecta-
tions—especially given that this
is an interim government period
and the elections are seen as a
chance to address long-standing
structural challenges.

However, the Ducsu election
commission maintains that it
does not see any problems so far,

The primary controversy

.centeis on the Vice-Chancellor’s

role as the ex-officio president
of Ducsu—a position opposed by
nearly all active student organi-
zations.

Despite widespread student
demands for the direct election
of the Ducsu president, the final
amended constitution retains
the VC in this role, albeit with
certain limitations on unilateral
decision-making powers.

Major student organizations
remain firm in their demand for
foundational reforms.

Vice-Chancellor Dr Niaz

Ahmed Khan and Ducsu Chief
Returning Officer Dr Mohammad
Zashim Uddin confirmed to Dha-
ka Tribune that the amendments
were approved by the universi-
ty’s Syndicate, the highest poli-
cy-making body.

Dr Mohammad Zashim Uddin
said approximately two months
would be needed to hold the
elections.

Ducsu, often dubbed the “sec-
ond parliament of Bangladesh,”
has played a pivotal fole in the
country’s political history—es-
pecially during the Language
Movement, the 1970s pro-inde-
pendence movement, and the
1971 Liberation War, where
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country's future political leaders,

died with obstacles, One major
concern (s the lingering influence
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curbs on unilateral amthority,

Dr Nixz Ahmed Khan told Dha-
T Tribune on Thursday that most
studént proposals were accommor
dated.

“The VG will no longer make de-

VC or Ducsy president,” e sakd.

“From my side, | have tried o
rationatize the VO powes as much
s possibie”

port

‘ sup|
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the lack of student representa-
tion there will allow sutharitarian
structures to persist,” Shipon sald.

DU BSU echoed this, calling
for democratic reform of Ducsu's
structuge.

“The constitution should be

* High expectations for Ducsu election as students demand reforms

when the Special Branch was the
first to request a translated vergion

o4

S R

P
BISH 19919 4

Fi~- Sooo0 , TEHALI

GEIYGq0S

28 June 2025

via or
through  majosity  decisibny by
elected Ducsu representatives—but
even that right currently doesn't
exist said Meghmallar,

dnnuuhmdmmmb-;
adequately addressed.

Wo reject the current framework

used by the ity
tion," said Abdul Kader, Convener
of the DU unit of Bangladesh Dem-
ocratic Student Council (HDSC).
“We find the reform measures
inadequate and unacceptable. The
so-called consultations with. the
Syndicate or Executive Committee

General Sectetaty of the DU unit of
Bangiadesh Jatiyatabadi Chhatra
Dal (JCD), speaking to Dhaka Trib-

S0 fur, we don't see any chal
lenges. But DU s a fragile space—
S-uligeqa

‘The last Ducsy election in March
209 was held after nearly two
decades, Candidates from the rul-
ing Avami League's student wing, \

“The last Ducsu slection &

he told Dhaka Tribure.

Dr Mohamimad Zashim Uddin em-

phasized Ducsir's historical role in

political disturbances.

*This could severely dumage the
unity that students have recently’
:?m to bulld-both on campus

atives, and there is no historical re-
cord of such Interventions  he told
Dhaka Tribune.

He udded that the VC's role in
Ducsu is largely symbolic and pro-
vides a necessary baseline of gov-
emance

But DU G argued that if the
president {s not diwctly elected,
students will semain excluded
from the university's highest poli-
cy-making bodies.

“Even If the VC's power fs re:
duced and decilons are handed
over to the Syndicate and Senate,

' DU BOSC polnted to'a lack of
trist In the administration, citing
past actions.

“We wanted lpaders elected
from regular students, but now,
with no age limits, many will con-

| test after taking Jong breiks from

studies.” sald Kader,
U e

.

ers”besald. :
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elections.

League (BCL),
won almost all positions-except

Nurul Haque Nut, now Presi |
dent of Gono Odhikar Parishad,
was elocted Ducsu VP, while cur-
rent NCP General Socretary Akliter
Haossaln won as Social Welfare Sec.
tetary. The election was conduct- | |

. ed under the leadership of then | |

Vice-Chancellor Dr Akhtaruzzam-
an during the Awami League gove
emment.

Though some pralsed Dr

“If state anthorities had the will,
: bey

side interference,
“Even though

Ducsy is not con-

trolled by the palitical
this time, state agencies stll show
Interest.” Meghmallat said.

‘He cited an example from 2019,

for finally holding
the election, the process was wide-
ly crititized due to BOL dominance:
at polling centers and the delayed
announcement of results.

‘This time, however, HCL s
banned, with many top leaders el
ther detained of In exle. Asa result,
this upcoming Ducsu election by ex-
pected totake place without thefr di-
rect participation. Candidates from
BNP-backed  ICD, Jamaat-backed
Shibir, NCPbacked BDSC, and other
left-leaning patties are expected to
dominate the field. «
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