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OBJECTIVES
AND TARGETS

INFOGRAPHIC Arifur Rahman Masumv/Dhaka Tribune

DU set for Tk 2,840 crore

infrastructure overhaul

A= e MG T

Five-year project promises 9 new residential halls, 6 academic buildings, and
_comprehensive campus modernization

lSamsuddoza Nabab

In what marks the most significant
infrastructure development plan
in its century-long history, Dhaka
University (DU) is set for a com-
prehensive transformation under
the “Further Development of Dha-
ka University” project, costing Tk
2,840.39 crore.

Top university officials have
highlighted the project’s broad-

er implications, implementation
philosophy, long-term vision,
hasis on en-

\paxﬁculaﬂy its”

hancing research and education.
The five-year project, scheduled
to run from July 2025 to June 2030,
marks the first phase of abroader 15-
year, three-phase masterplan, The
estimated cost for this phase is Tk
2,840.39 crore (Tk 2,840.39 lakh).
The project’s primary objective
is to improve academic and res-
idential facilities across the DU
campus. It will be implemented by
the University Grants Commission
and Dhaka University, under the
Ministry of Education’s Secondary
and Higher Education Division.

-~ N

According to top university of-
ficials, the combined impact of
improved physical infrastructure
and a renewed focus on academic
and research excellence is expect-
ed to bring significant long-term
benefits and “good results™ for the
university.

Summary of the project

The “Further Development of Dha-
ka University” is a five-year project
worth Tk 2,840.39 crore, marking
the first phase of a 15-year master-
plan. Approved on July 27, 2025, its

e A

coreaimis to slgniﬁcanﬂyeﬂm
the university’s academic and resi-
dential infrastructure.

Accommodation is a top pri-
ority, taking up over 34% of the
budget. The project will construct
nine new residential halls—four for
2,600 female students, address-
ing their heightened vuhembllitx
to housing shortages, and five for
5,100 male students. Older low-
rise buildings will be replaced with
multi-storey smxcmres to opti-
mize space.
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shortages” of classrooms, teach-
er rooms, and laboratories. Addi-"
tionally, the Centtal Library will
be significantly expanded with
the addition of two new blocks. -
While the project does not

include the construction of
standalone research centers,
improved academic infrastruc
ture—including better laborato-
ries and facilities—is seen as a
critical foundation for advancing
research.

By addressing these basic
needs, the university hopes to
shift focus and resources to-
ward enhancing research by
both teachers and students, se-
curing funding for ~advanced
equipment, and strengthening
industry-academia collaboration
to boost educational quality and
improve global rankings.

University's expectations

The project is expected to re-
move many of the current barri-
ers to students’ mental and aca-
demic development.

It also aims to streamline the
research process for academics
and students, ensure access to
improved tools and materials for
advanced teaching, and foster

stmnaermdammdemhhnk
ages. These collaborations with

the private sector are expected
to secure additional funding and -

support for research initiatives.

_ Ultimately, these effortsaimto
elevate research excellence, im-
prove overall education quality,
and boost the university’s global
rankings—thereby better prepar-

ing students for the job market.

Although the project may
initially appear to be just an in-
frastructure initiative, there is
much more behind it, according
to Dr Niaz Ahmed Khan, Vice
Chancellor of the University of
Dhaka,

“The goal of building this in-
frastructure is largely to enhance
our education and research” he

said at a press briefing yesterday.

He added that the project’s
budget allocation is a “gift” to DU
from the nation, and that itis also
DU’s “responsibility” to make
proper use of the allocated funds.

Pro-Vice Chancellor (Academ-

_ic) Dr Sayema Hagque Bidisha told

the Dhaka Tribune yesterday that
once basic issues such as student

housing and academic space are
*addressed, the university will be

better positioned to focus on im-
proving the quality of education
and research.

According to top oﬁda]s, the
developments—alongside other

ing computers, a wider range of
books (beyond what is available
in the physical library), chemical
equipment, and crucial funding

for conducting large-scale, ad-

vanced research.

Implementation, construction
priorities, and maintenance

On budget implementation, Pro-
Vice Chancellor (Academic) Dr
Sayema Haque Bidisha noted
that the project funding will be
disbursed in phases rather than
as a lump sum. As a result, pro
ject initiation involves a detmled
process, including designing,
planning, site selection, and fea-
sibility studies.

“While immediate, rapid pro-
gress may not be feasible, the
university aims to expedite bu-
reaucratic procedures related
to fund release to accelerate the
overall timeline,” she added.

Regarding construction prior-
ities, the university will consid-
er any specific requirements or

directives from the government

tied to phased fund releases. In
‘the absence of such directives,
DU will prioritize projects that

can be launched quickly and re-
ly used to patch up deteriorating

quire minimal preparatory work.
However, a key priority re-
mains the urgent construction

: §or research, includ-
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©of residential facilities for both
‘male and female students.

“The condition
of some existing male halls and
the acute shortage of accommo-
dation for female students make
these areas critical,” emphasized
Bidisha.

The new academic buildings
are primarily intended to address
severe shortages of classrooms,
teacher rooms, and laboratories.

Although these new facilities
will enable more flexibility—such
as creating new sections or adding
extra computer labs—Bidisha clar-
ified that there is no direct con-
nection between nmew buildings
and an increase in student intake.

*“Student intake decisions will
continue to depend on the over-
all admission process,” she said.

As for maintenance, no spe- -
cific dedicated plan has. yet been
developed.

However, the Pro-Vice Chan-
cellor believes maintenance
costs for the new buildings may
be less of a “severe issue” com-
pared to the substantial and
ongoing expenses needed to
maintain the university’s current
aging structured.

This implies a long-term fi-
nancial benefit, as funds current-

buildings could be reallocated to
othgxessenﬁal needs. o
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