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On the final day of campaigning on Sunday, Ducsu candidates distribute leaflets among students ahead of the elections. Students are
scheduled to vote on 9 September for 28 Ducsu positions and 13 hall union posts. PHOTO: RAJIB DHAR

'Curtain falls on Ducsu
campaign in festive spirit

STUDENTS' UNION - DHAKA 5 e ' LR W ¢

TBS REPORT &

On the final day of campaigning for
the Dhaka University Central Stu-
dents’ Union (Ducsu) and hall union®
elections, candidates were active
“across the campus with their respec-
tive panel programmes and promises.

Showing creative talent, can-
didates distributed flyers themed
after legal notices, dollar and taka
bills, bookmarks, playing cards
and even Gen-Z pop culture ele-
ments in a bid to draw attention.

The campus was flooded with
campaign materials, some of which
students were collecting as souve-
nirs due to their unique designs.

Iraj Nur Chowdhury, a fourth-
year student of the Department of
Mass Communication and Journal-
ism, told The Business Standard,
“Compared to previous days, there
was much greater excitement today % 54
since it is the last day of campaign- ' " - . ; L A . . :
ing. In my four years at the univer- Amid the Dhaka University Central Students’ Union (Ducsu) election, Meghmallar Basu, the general
sity, I've rarely seen such a festive secretary candidate from the ‘Protirodh Porshad’ panel, conducts the last-minute campaign despite
atmosphere.” I SEEPAGE6 COL4  being unwell. PHOTO: UNS
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Curtain falls on Ducsu campaign in festive spirit

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

JCD candidates take oath
Candidates from the Jatiyatabadi Ch-
hatra Dal (JCD)-backed panel formally
took cath in the afternoon yesterday.
The ceremony took place around
1:15pm at the historic Bot Tola beside
the Arts Building.

Present at the event were JCD Pres-
jdent Rakibul Islam Rakib, DU unit
President Ganesh Chandra Roy Sahas,
and General Secretary Nahiduzzaman
Shipon. The students recited an eight-
point pledge, including ensuring a safe,
inclusive, and repression-free campus.

Later in the afternoon, JCD-backed
GS candidate Sheikh Tanvir Bari
Hamim told TBS, “The election at-
mosphere seems good so far, though
there are some concems. But since
the election is only a day away, Idon't
want to alarm students. [ hope they
can cast their votes in a festive and
joyful environment.” -

Meghmallar back to campaigns,
straight from hospital
Meghmallar Basu, GS candidate from
the panel Pratirodh Parshad, joined a
press conference at Madhur Canteen
after being released from hospital, ar-
riving in a wheelchair.

Calling on non-residential students
to cast their votes, he said, “Vote for
whoever you want, but do come and

~vyote. If you do, none of the current
" equatioris ‘will hold.If your come to
vole, anti-liberation forces won't be
able towin a single post.™

Later in the evening, he told TBS,
“1 campaigned for about half an hour
to an hour. I've seen enthusiasm

~

among about voting, but
how many aetually come out to vote
remains uncertain.” :

Independent candidates
also active Sy
Independent candidates were also ac-
tive on the last day.

Jamaluddin Muhammad Khalid,
VP candidate from the Combined
Student Union panel, was seen
campaigning at VC Chattar and the
Central Librar: — i

On Facebook, he wrote,
day's feedback has made me ver

*Tc I8

hopeful. Inshallah, the numbers o ™ "0
the ground will prove wrong all th ‘e\‘

floating assumptions.”

Al Sadi Bhuiyan, GS candidat
from the independent Student Unit ¥
panel (Umama-Sadi), campaigned : %
TSCin the evening.

Candidates for hall unions we
equally active. In the evening, visi
to AF Rahman Hall, Mohsin Ha !
Surya Sen Hall, and Bijoy Ekatt °F
Hall showed candidates going roc "™
to room for last-minute canvassir
They were also seen distributi
leaflets at the hall gates,

At 8pm in AF Rahman Hall, c
didates from various panels and
dependent contenders could be se
moving door to door seeking votes.

Independent GS candidate for
Rahman Hall, Ashikul Hoque Rif
told TBS, “I'm visiting every ro¢
in these final moments, seeking a
vice from well-wishers. ['m meetix

e

g
ng

m-

in-
en

AF
at,

juniors to maintain our ground ar

|
e

m,
\d.;
1g, cast their ballots tomorrow from 8am
| 1 to4pm. They will elect candidates for
e

elections, tonight I plan tosit with stu-
dents from different districts.”

Booth numbers increased

At a regular press briefing yesterday
afternoon at Nabab Nawab Ali Chow-
dhury Senate Bhaban, Chief Return-
ing Officer Professor Jasim Uddin
sald concerns had been raised about
booth numbers. Initially there were
710 booths across eight centres, but
- this has now been increased to 810 ©
prevent inconvenience for both resi-

dential and non-residential vaters.
N He urged students not to pay heed

rurnours, “If you hear anything,
the returning officers’ office
sctly. Follow the university’s offi-

cial F. k page and website. Don't
belmu&”
Professor Jasim Uddin added that

reports had surfaced about fake 1D
cards being prepared for use in voting
lines. Measures have been taken to
verify identities at polling centres, and
anyone caught will be handed over
to police. Legitimate voters, however,
will be able to vote smoothly.

On campaign violations, Professor
Golam Rabbani, convener of the Duc-
su code of conduct taskforce, said,
“From the beginning of campaigning
until now, we've acted on every com-

. plaint. Some were addressed verbally

or by phone, others in writing, and in
two cases we took punitive measures.”

This year, Ducsu has a total of
39,874 registered voters. Students will

41 posts in total — 28 in the central

aridresshog, Xiy, Sntcoaiugs. Sy m union and 13 across the hall unions.

regional factors also play a role ifrhz

- -
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'l‘helemedmonofthe
‘Intematxomllmslhﬁversxty
Short Film Festival (ITUSFF),

organized by the Dhaka

University Film Society (DUFS),

has ended on Tuesday at the

Teacher-Student of haclﬁmm“sc,,
" University of Dhaka (DU). odied by the palm-leaf fan, a SRR _
The thrseday festival started o symbol deeply ingrsined inthe - o asioatn e

31 August, says a press release. lives of the people of Bengal. ml"ﬂmxand
Since 2007, the Dhaka Today, on the final day of the Independent 2y
University Film Society has been 'fgsnval,ahotalofs'/shortﬁ]ms wascmmpmhetdas mpmymofﬁ:ew-HUSFF“m
with the aim of encouraging filmmakers, will be screened in 'l‘!nswyearﬁxe :
university-level young four time slots starting from : dmés-shonmﬁhnvmmved
fitmmakers in the arts of flm-  10:00AM. The closing and award £ ¢ ke
making, and providing them with  ceremony will be held at 5:00PM : The N

a greater international platform_  in the TSC Auditorium. mm Dhakamal mdeNDme
to showcase their talents The closing ceremony will be Embassy

edtion e e ‘while Star Cineplexis =
16ﬂzed1txonoftheﬁsnva1has Gulbrandsen, Ambassador of partners, le |
sought to highlight Bangladesh's ~ Norway in Dhaka, and Stefan thgg@:uung.pamerﬁomm
nchctﬂtureandhentageforthe Liller, resident representative of editio s
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