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About the Conference

The Language Movement is a watershed moment in the history of Bangladesh. It was a movement for the
recognition of Bangla as one of the state languages of Pakistan. Ultimately, it led to the emergence of Bangladesh
as an independent nation. The Language Movement was, inevitably, also a movement for social justice and equality,
one that would inspire other subsequent movements for language rights and social justice around the world.

The Center for Advanced Research in Arts and Social Sciences (CARASS), University of Dhaka, is going to
organize an International Conference titled 'Language Movement and the Emergence of a Bangla-Speaking State in
the World.' The conference will explore the legacies of the Language Movement and its impact on Bangali
nationalism, pluralism in the nation-state and global identity formation as well as our culture, literature, economics,
politics, science, technology and society. It will also examine the role of the Language Movement in the
development of Bangladesh as a nation-state and its place in the world.

Scholars, researchers, and policymakers from around the world are invited to submit papers for this important
conference. The conference is going to explore the following themes:
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Language, Identity, and Power: Exploring Intersections
Language and Development: Implications in Literature, Culture and Political Economy
Language Contact and Change: Dynamics in Multilingual Contexts

This conference, which is being held in both Bangla and English, is intended to aid in our comprehension of the
Language Movement and its effects on both the Bangla-speaking community and the global community.

On behalf of the Conference Organizing Committee

é\&y/ Alam @aﬂ‘/

Professor Dr. Fakrul Alam Professor Dr. Ashfaque Hossain
Convener Member-Secretary
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Mohibul Hassan Chowdhoury M.P.

Minister
Ministry of Education CEaRERIGE
Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh
NGO R I

Message

Date: 17 April 2024

I am honored to extend warm greetings to the International Conference on 'Language Movement and the Emergence
of a Bangla-Speaking State in the World' organized by the Center for Advanced Research in Arts and Social
Sciences (CARASS) at the University of Dhaka.

This year holds immense significance as we mark the Diamond Jubilee of the Language Movement. This
conference, with its participation of scholars from across the globe, offers a timely platform to delve into the
multifaceted legacy of this pivotal moment in our history.

The Language Movement resonated far beyond the call for linguistic recognition. It became a vibrant symbol of
Bangali identity, self-determination, and the fight for a nation-state. Examining its impact on Bangali nationalism,
pluralism within Bangladesh, and global cultural identity formation promises a rich tapestry of discussions.

This conference will undoubtedly explore the profound influence of the Language Movement on various aspects of
Bangali society in South Asia as well as across the globe, from literature and art to economics, politics, and
scientific advancement. By dissecting the Movement's role in shaping Bangladesh as a nation-state and its position
on the world stage, we gain valuable insights for navigating the future.

I congratulate CARASS for organizing this significant event. I am confident that the diverse perspectives shared
here will contribute immensely to our understanding of the Language Movement and its lasting legacy.

I wish you all a successful and thought-provoking conference.

Joy Bangla, Joy Bangabandhu.

May Bangladesh live forever!

e

(Mohibul Hassan Chowdhoury, M.P.)






Dr. Kamal Abdul Naser Chowdhury
Adviser to the Prime Minister
for Education & Cultural Affairs Government
of the People's Republic of Bangladesh

Message

Dear Esteemed Participants,

It is with great pleasure and honor that I extend my warmest greetings to all attendees of the International
Conference on 'Language Movement and the Emergence of a Bangla-Speaking State in the World.'

I commend the Center for Advanced Research in Arts and Social Sciences (CARASS), University of Dhaka, and the
Conference Organizing Committee for convening this significant event, which aims to delve into the profound
legacy of the Language Movement and its impact on Bangali nationalism, our nation's pluralism, and its
significance in global identity formation.

The Language Movement holds a special place in the history of Bangladesh, embodying the spirit of resilience,
unity, and cultural pride. It has shaped the course of our nation's history and continues to inspire generations with
its enduring message of linguistic rights and cultural identity.

As the Education and Cultural Affairs Adviser to the Hon'ble Prime Minister of the People's Republic of
Bangladesh, I am heartened to see scholars, researchers, and policymakers come together to engage in meaningful
dialogue and reflection on this pivotal chapter of our history. Your contributions to the discourse will undoubtedly
deepen our understanding of the Language Movement's significance and its relevance in today's context.

I encourage all participants to actively engage in the discussions, exchange ideas, and foster collaborations that will
further enrich our collective understanding of the Language Movement and its enduring impact.

I extend my best wishes for a successful and fruitful conference. May your deliberations lead to insights that will
contribute to the advancement of knowledge and the promotion of cultural understanding.

With warm regards,

(G

(Dr. Kamal Abdul Naser Chowdhury)






Professor Dr A S M Maksud Kamal

MSc (DU), MSc (UT, The Netherlands), DEng (TIT, Japan)
Vice-Chancellor
University of Dhaka
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Felicitation Message

21 April 2024

On behalf of the University of Dhaka, I am delighted to extend a sincere welcome to all the esteemed guests,
distinguished scholars, and participants of the International Conference on 'Language Movement and the
Emergence of a Bangla-Speaking State in the World', being organized by the Center for Advanced Research in Arts
and Social Sciences (CARASS).

This year marks the Diamond Jubilee of the Language Movement, a landmark event that continues to resonate
deeply within Bangladesh in particular and across the world in general. This conference, convening scholars from
around the globe, presents an unique opportunity to explore the multifaceted legacies of this pivotal moment in our
history. The Father of the Nation, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, made an outstanding contribution in
organizing the language movement. March 11, 1948 is thus an unforgettable day in the history of language
movement.

The Language Movement went beyond the simple demand for linguistic recognition. It emerged as a powerful
symbol of Bangali identity, national aspiration, and the steadfast pursuit of self-determination. Examining its
influence on Bangali nationalism, its contribution to the concept of pluralism within our nation-state, as well as to
the formation of a distinct global identity promises a rich and stimulating exchange of ideas.

The conference's focus on the multifaceted impact of the Language Movement on Bangladesh is particularly
noteworthy. From the realms of literature and artistic expression to the domains of economics, politics, scientific
advancement, and technological innovation, the Movement's influence has been profound. By delving into
Bangladesh's role in shaping a nation-state and its place on the world stage, we gain valuable insights that will guide
us towards a brighter future.

I commend CARASS for organizing this significant event. I am confident that the diverse perspectives shared here
will contribute significantly to our collective understanding of the Language Movement and its enduring legacy.

I wish you all a successful and intellectually stimulating conference.

Joy Bangla, Joy Bangabandhu.

May Bangladesh live forever!

"/-ﬁ ™ T

Loty

Professor Dr. A. S. M. Maksud Kamal
Vice-Chancellor

University of Dhaka

and Chairman, CARASS Management Council






Message

On behalf of the University of Dhaka and the Conference Organizing Committee, it is my distinct pleasure to extend
a warm welcome to all of you to the upcoming International Conference on 'Language Movement and the
Emergence of a Bangla-Speaking State in the World.'

As Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Academic) of the University of Dhaka, I am delighted to witness the convening of this
significant gathering, which promises to delve into the profound legacy of the Language Movement and its
far-reaching impact on Bangali nationalism, our nation's pluralism, and its significance in global identity formation.

I extend my heartfelt wishes for the success of the conference, as it endeavors to foster meaningful dialogue,
scholarly exchange, and insightful reflections on this pivotal chapter of our history. May your discussions be rich in
knowledge, your interactions be fruitful, and your collaborations be enduring.

I am confident that the contributions of esteemed scholars, researchers, and participants will enrich our
understanding of the Language Movement and its enduring significance in shaping our cultural heritage and
national identity.

Wishing you all a productive and enriching conference experience.

Warm regards,

gz

Professor Dr. Sitesh Chandra Bachar
Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Academic)
University of Dhaka
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Message

As Chairperson of the Center for Advanced Research in Arts and Social Sciences (CARASS) Executive Committee,
it is my distinct honor and privilege to extend warm greetings to all esteemed participants of the International
Conference on 'Language Movement and the Emergence of a Bangla-Speaking State in the World.'

Language, as a cornerstone of identity and cultural expression, holds profound significance in shaping the narratives
of societies and civilizations. It is also the main tool for communication among different stakeholders of any society
and lolity.The Language Movement in Bangladesh stands as a testament to the unwavering commitment of the
Bangla-speaking people towards the preservation and promotion of their linguistic heritage, paving the way for the
emergence of a Bangla-speaking state on the global stage.

This conference provides a vital platform for scholars, researchers, and practitioners to delve into the historical
antecedents, socio-cultural perspectives, and contemporary implications of the Language Movement. Through
rigorous scholarly inquiry and interdisciplinary dialogue, we aim to deepen our understanding of the transformative
power of language in shaping collective consciousness, fostering social cohesion, and promoting inclusive
development. At the end of the day development is essentially a change in mindset and language plays a critical role
in shaping that change.

I commend the organizers for their vision and dedication in convening this landmark conference, which promises
to be a catalyst for insightful discussions, innovative research, and meaningful collaborations. Your participation
and contributions are integral to the success and impact of this endeavor.

As we embark on this intellectual journey together, I am confident that our deliberations will yield fresh insights,
generate new perspectives, and inspire actionable initiatives towards advancing the cause of linguistic diversity,
cultural pluralism, and global solidarity.

I extend my heartfelt gratitude to all participants, sponsors, and supporters for their unwavering commitment to the
ideals of academic excellence, intellectual inquiry, and cultural enrichment. May this conference serve as a beacon
of enlightenment and inspiration as we strive to create a more inclusive, equitable, and harmonious world for
generations to come.

Wishing you all a stimulating and rewarding conference experience.
Warm regards,

Professor Emeritus Dr. Atiur Rahman
Chairman, CARASS Executive Committee
University of Dhaka






o

\
/

i€
| &

{

Message

The two climactic events on the pathway that lead to Bangladesh and away from Pakistan are now commemorated
as Shaheed Debosh and Independence Day. The first took place on 21 February, 1952 and the second on 26 March,
1971. In the Diamond Jubilee year of the birth of Bangladesh, it thus seems especially appropriate for the Centre for
Advanced Research in Arts and Social Sciences (CARASS) to organize a conference titled 'Language Movement
and the Emergence of the Bengali-Speaking State in the World.'

Accordingly, scholars working on issues relating to the emergence of Bangladesh outside as well as inside the
country were invited to be part of the conference. The response to our invitation was most gratifying. Not a few
leading historians of the region responded by agreeing to deliver keynote and plenary speeches on the occasion. As
well, we were delighted to find emerging scholars showing keen interest to present papers in fields that they are
working on.

The two-day conference that we have come up with promises to be a stimulating and thought-provoking one.
Certainly, we at CARASS look forward to the presentations scheduled. We believe that the cumulative outcome of the
sessions will have a significant impact on the way we view the language movement and the birth of Bangladesh.

On behalf of CARASS, I would like to thank all participants as well as the DU administration and members of the
organizing committee for being with us for the upcoming event. We invite everyone to be with us throughout these
two days. Here is hoping we will have a thought-provoking as well as fruitful conference!

é\&a/ 4/“ﬂ~

Fakrul Alam, PhD

Bangabandhu Chair Professor

University of Dhaka

and Convener, Conference Organizing Committee






Professor Dr. Ashfaque Hossain

M.A. MPhil (Dhaka) PhD (Nottingham, England)

Director
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Message

On behalf of the Center for Advanced Research in Arts and Social Sciences (CARASS) at the University of Dhaka
and the Conference Organizing Committee, I warmly welcome all participants to this significant international
conference.

The Language Movement is a crucial event in history of Bangladesh, shaping our national identity, culture, and
global recognition. This conference aims to explore the enduring impact of the Language Movement on Bangali
nationalism, tracing its roots and its role in shaping Bangladesh's pluralistic identity and international presence.

During the two-day event, we will engage in discussions covering various aspects of our society impacted by the
Language Movement, including literature, art, politics, economics, and social sciences. Esteemed scholars,
educators, and policymakers from around the world will offer diverse perspectives.

This conference provides an unique opportunity not only to honor the Language Movement but also to critically
examine its ongoing influence on contemporary Bangladesh. Through insightful dialogue and collaboration, we
seek to deepen our understanding of our nation's history and contribute to a brighter future.

I eagerly anticipate welcoming you to Dhaka and participating in this important discourse.

g

\
Ashfaque Hossain, PhD
Director, Center for Advanced Research in Arts and Social Sciences (CARASS), University of Dhaka
Member-Secretary, Conference Organizing Committee
and Professor, Department of History, University of Dhaka, Bangladesh






Keynote Paper 1

Bangladesh among Nations: The emergence of Bangladesh alongside the Global South
Professor Dr. Jon Wilson
Head of Department, History Department, King’s College, London

Abstract

Becoming independent long after the first wave of decolonisation, Bangladesh appears to have been a late-comer to
the world of nation states. But, Bangladesh emerged as a sovereign state alongside a new configuration in world
politics, as the newly independent societies of Asia, the Middle East and Africa together with Latin America began
to organise more strongly to rebalance world power. Placing Bangladesh’s liberation in a global context not merely
determined by the West and Soviet bloc, the lecture will show how the new nation states of the global south played
a key role in supporting Bangladesh’s liberation — and how Bangladesh played a crucial role in the creation of the
global south.

Short Biography

Jon Wilson is a Professor of Modern History and currently serves as the Head of the History Department at King's
College London. He joined the department in 1999 as a Lecturer in British Imperial and South Asian History, after
earning his DPhil from Oxford University and studying for an MA in Anthropology at the New School for Social
Research in New York. His academic work primarily explores the practical aspects of government in British-ruled
India, and he has published books such as "The Domination of Strangers" and "India Conquered."

Wilson is also involved in a larger project, writing a global history of the nation state during the twentieth century
titled "Out of Chaos." His research interests include governance, law, politics, and social history in South Asia,
particularly in Bengal, Bangladesh, Karnataka, and coastal Andhra Pradesh, as well as the global history of the state
and governance during the twentieth century.

Apart from his academic roles, Wilson has been active in public engagement, serving as a local councillor, working
as a parliamentary researcher, and being a member of various committees and editorial boards related to history and
public policy. He is a Fellow of the Royal Historical Society and contributes regularly to both print and broadcast
media on topics related to the state and politics in Britain and South Asia.

Language Movement and Emergence of a Bangla-Speaking State | 1






Keynote Paper 2

Imagining a Bengali Nation:
Trial, Tribulations and Trajectory of a Bengali Nation-State in South Asia
Professor Dr. Sajal Nag

Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose Distinguished Chair in Social Sciences
Presidency University, Kolkata

Abstract

Pre-colonial Indian subcontinent was characterized, like most medieval formation, by the co-existence of regions
and empires. Eminent historian Niharranjan Ray identifies these regions as "cultural-ecological zones." From the
framework of nationalist-discourse, all these communities had the potential to develop into independent
nationalities. The cultural-ecological zones of Bengal had developed a trajectory of distinct community from 12
century onwards. However, earliest idea of a Bengali ‘nationality’ was seen in the writings of Bankim Chandra
Chattopadhyay which, though had a Hinduist bias, searched for its own history on its path to a nationality. The
anti-partition agitation in 1905-1912 saw the consolidation of the modern Bengali nationality. Despite the colonial
attempt to divide the Hindus and Muslims it saw unprecedented solidarity of the Bengalis. The period was also
notable for early signs of communal polarization. But the rise of the Krishak Praja Party saw a class based
emergence of a nationality, the collapse of which left the both the leadership and the lower classes for an elusive
utopia. While the peasants fought for the utopia through movements like Tanka and Tebhaga on the eve of
independence, the elite searched their destiny outside India in the idea of a sovereign United Bengal. The failure of
both led to the abject capitulation to the reality of Partition and creation of Pakistan (1947). However, the idea of an
independent greater Bengal floated by Suhrawardy-Sarat Bose proved to be, as seen by a group of historians, a
precursor of emergence of the sovereign state of Bangladesh in 1971 which completed the trajectory.

Short Biography

Sajal Nag is a distinguished historian specializing in the history of modern North-East India. He currently holds the
position of Professor and Head of the Department of History, as well as Dean of the School of Social Sciences at
Assam University in Silchar. He has also served as the Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose Distinguished Chair Professor
of Social Sciences at Presidency University, Kolkata.

Professor Nag has an extensive academic background, including fellowships, such as the Commonwealth Fellow in
the United Kingdom during 2004-2005 and the Charles Wallace Fellow at the University of Cambridge in 2008. His
research has notably contributed to understanding the complex interplay of ethnicity, insurgency, and nationalism
in North-East India.

Among his publications, notable works include "Contesting Marginality: Ethnicity, Insurgency and Sub
Nationalism in North East India," which has been recognized for its significant contributions to the field. His
scholarly work extends to other books like "The Uprising: Colonial State, Christian Missionaries and Anti-Slavery
Movement in North East India 1908—1954," and more recently, "Nation and Its Modes of Oppressions in South
Asia," which examines the concept of nationhood and its implications in South Asian political discourse.

Sajal Nag is also actively involved in curriculum development for contemporary Indian politics and has been a
consultant for Oxfam on North East Indian affairs. His role in various educational and research committees further
underscores his contributions to both historical scholarship and contemporary political analysis.

Language Movement and Emergence of a Bangla-Speaking State | 3






Keynote Paper 3

The Language Movement and Bangabandhu: The Socio-Economic Perspective
Emeritus Professor Dr. Atiur Rahman
Chairman, CARASS Executive Committee, University of Dhaka

Abstract

The historic language movement of East Bengal/East Pakistan (now Bangladesh) was a mass political movement
induced by interrelationships between cultural and economic aspirations of the people. On the one hand, the context
of this movement was set up through many years of political struggle. On the other hand, this movement itself is a
milestone on the path to independence of Bangladesh. Bangabandhu’s evolution as a visionary leader is intrinsically
related to this movement. The historic language movement is the most significant political endeavor of young
Sheikh Mujib. Over the following two decades, as the people of East Bengal became increasingly sensitized about
the need for independence, Bangabandhu too progressed in parallel to become the single most significant
spokesperson for the people. Ultimately, he emerged as Father of the Nation and helped to create a nation premised
on the secular and democratic principles of freedom. This paper presents an analytical narrative of this
interrelationship from a socio-economic perspective.

Language Movement and Emergence of a Bangla-Speaking State | 5
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Theme: Language, Identity, and Power: Exploring Intersections

1. 1952°s Language Movement: The Spirit took the Bengalis to the Pinnacle
of Their Nationalism

Muhammad Tanim Nowshad
Researcher and Writer
e-mail: nowshad21@googlemail.com

A nation even with its thousand years’ heritage and legacy may lag behind and can be deprived of its attainment
of autarky if it cannot mobilize its people’s spirit and pave the way for the paramount leadership at the crossroads
of history. The Bengali nation with its glorious past and legacy was most of the time dominated by the foreign
rulers and the native people were subjugated to the alien interests. The Bengalis wanted to be united to shatter this
thousand years’ yoke and the motivation engine was their language. This spirit developed though more than one
thousand years, which finally blossomed completely after the partition of India and reached its pinnacle in 1952.
This invaluable spirit of Bengali Nationalism later invigorated them to engage in a state building process. The
paper will examine the historical trajectory of Bengali Nationalism with secondary documents like books, journal
papers, and newspapers’ articles published in home and abroad. It will also refer to visual documents and
interviews available in YouTube clips and as such.

2. Language and Bengali Nationalism in the Ideological Thought of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
M Shahidul Islam Khondaker

Senior Lecturer, Department of General Education, University of Liberal Arts Bangladesh (ULAB)
e-mail: shahidul2112@gmail.com

This paper analyses the pedigree of the Bengali Nationalism Sheikh Mujibur Rahman (Mujib) practised in his
lifetime political career where language was one of the leading contributory components. The study accomplishes
applying a historical approach and uses contextual information gathered by consulting primary and secondary
sources. Mujib had been oriented, received and applied the norms of nationalism in his political actions to protect
different aspects of the rights of the people and nation-building. Such a practice eventually diverted Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman towards putting ‘Nationalism’ as a vital pillar of fours to administer the newly built state
‘Bangladesh.” Findings let out insights into the early life context, sources of orientation and gathering knowledge
about the concept of linguistic nationalism, and the feelings and activities Mujib did to establish Bengali
Nationalism. While some other concepts of the ideological aspects of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman shadowed
Bangladesh’s emergence, language concreted the passage of independence and built the earliest nationalistic
thoughts. These findings come up with crucial insights for historians, political scientists, and researchers
revisiting the background of the emergence of Bangladesh and help to measure the value of historical studies.

Keywords: Language, linguistic nationalism, the emergence of Bangladesh, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.
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3. Language Movements in Pakistan: Dynamics of Identity and Power Struggles
Kazi Sameeo Sheesh

Senior Research Fellow, Center for Advanced Research in Arts and Social Sciences (CARASS)
University of Dhaka
e-mail: sameeo@gmail.com

In 1947, the birth of Pakistan imprinted a new state on the world map, inheriting a rich and complex linguistic
tapestry. Pakistan is a hub for various language groups, each of which woven a complex story about identity,
power, and cultural preservation; and it turns into various forms of movement. The most famous was the Bangla
Language Movement, which helped to establish Bangladesh by causing Bangla to be recognized as an official
language in 1956. It was marked on February 21* by tragic sacrifices, and it continues to be a powerful symbol of
language autonomy. Now, Bangladesh is an independent country and no more a part of Pakistan.

This paper explores the unique paths of language movements of Pakistan:

Punjabi Language Movement supports for Punjabi's official status in Pakistani Punjab has been consistent, albeit
being less organized than the Bengali movement. Discussions focus on how it relates to Urdu and how important
it is culturally.

Saraiki Language Movement highlights the distinctive literary and cultural characteristics of Saraiki and aims to
establish it as a separate language from Punjabi. Punjab is faced with difficulties due to its overlapping dialects
and complex political system.

Pushto Language Movement is instigated by the aspiration to maintain and advance Pushto in Pashtun
communities. This movement encounters obstacles because of regional disparities and Urdu's predominance in
official domains and its emphasis is on cultural development and education.

Sindhi Language Movement emphasizes the historical significance of Sindh and its unique linguistic identity
while pushing for the advancement of Sindhi language and culture. The preservation of Sindhi cultural heritage
and the inflow of Urdu-speaking populations are causes for concern.

Balochi Language Movement advocates for the recognition and preservation of Balochi language and culture in
Pakistan. It seeks to ensure linguistic rights, cultural autonomy, and the promotion of Balochi literature and arts.

Examining these movements shows how language, politics, and social dynamics interact in Pakistan in a complex
way. This highlight the continuous fights for acceptance and freedom of speech, presenting Pakistani identity as a
multifaceted fabric that goes beyond a single national language.

4. Resistance in Captivity: Prisoners of the Language Movement (1948-1956)
Mahmuda Akter Poly

Assistant Professor, Department of History, University of Dhaka
e-maiil: mahmudanur2207@gmail.com

The protracted episodes of the Bengali Language Movement (1948-1956) resulted in the killing and incarceration
of the people involved in the movement by the central government of Pakistan in an effort to suppress the
protests. The existing scholarship on the political and cultural history of Bangladesh deals with the various aspects
of the Language Movement. However, there are still certain unexplored areas, one of which is the struggle of the
language detainees behind bars. Drawing on a wide range of source materials including biographies, memoirs,
newspapers, and official reports, this article investigates the crucial role of prisoners in resisting the authoritarian
mandates of the central government. It offers a new insight into how despite being a dreadful place, prison failed
to curb the spirit of the language activists. It also highlights that prisoners demonstrated resolute resistance in
many ways, for example, by composing poetry and novels, which mobilised and motivated others to participate in
the movement.
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5. Women’s Education, Political Awareness and the Language Movement: A Revisiting of History
Professor Asha Islam Nayeem

Department of History, University of Dhaka
e-mail: ashaislam22@gmail.com

The broader narrative of women’s education and political awareness is mostly discussed within the cultural, social
and political context of tradition versus modernity and patriarchal control versus colonial intervention. The
Language Movement of 1948-1952, on the other hand, was cultural resistance against domination where political
action needs to be understood in terms of the situatedness and the dynamics of the power relations. Seen from a
gender perspective, the Language Movement built a legacy of breaking out of physical and psychological
immobility. David Lerner attributes the passing of traditional society into modernity to the interplay of physical,
social and psychic mobility which, in turn, is directly linked to the spread of girls’ institutional education in the
early 20" century. Central to this discussion is the much-celebrated opening of the University of Dhaka in 1921
and the less talked about beginning of higher secondary level education in Eden Female School that same year.
This paper looks at female students’ participation in the Language Movement as not just a phase in the political
history of the emergence of a modern state, but also a major leap forward in the long struggle of women’s
emancipation both in ideology and in function. It will be an empirical study using contemporary literary sources.
A large body of secondary sources also exists including electronic media which will also be analyzed to link the
phenomena of social and political transformation to education and political awareness. The paper will fit
appropriately with the theme of the conference.

Key Words: Women’s education, socio-psychic mobility, emancipation, modernity.
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Theme: Language and Development: Implications in Literature, Culture and
Political Economy

1. Dhaka As Capital of Bangla Speaking State: Historical Perspective
Professor Dr. Sharif Uddin Ahmed

Former Chairman, Department of History and Philosophy, North South University
e-mail: sharifuddin.ahmed@northsouth.edu

What would be the Lingua Franca of a Capital City of a State depends much not only upon the native language of
the region of which it rises as its capital but also its political, social, and cultural history and some other related
matters.

According to Ethnology, there are 36 indigenous living languages, which include 17 Tibeto-Burman, 10 Indo-
Aryan, 7 Austroasiatic, and 2 Dravidian languages in Bangladesh. Bangladesh has 44 indigenous languages.
But how Bangla became the national language and Dhaka, its capital, became the heart of Bangla Bengali-
speaking state is a unique development of some recent time.

It is doubtless to say that the region which is today Bangladesh and for that matter the present-day West Bengal
shared the same linguistic tradition. However, some uniqueness and distinctiveness developed in language when
the Islamic community arrived in the subcontinent with their Islamic culture and new languages like Turkish,
Arabic, and Persian.

By the whirlwind turn of history today Dhaka became the center rather than the capital of the new rulers of
Bengal the Mughal and Persian became the dominant language of the metropolis. Over time, another language
developed and became widely spoken in various parts of India including Dhaka which is Urdu. The great patrons
of this language were the Nawab Family of Dhaka and their relatives and friends. In this long journey of
language, Bangla also grew into a strong medium of communication among both the Dhakaiyas as well as the
people in the countryside. By 1947 when India became a free country with the departure of the British an
unexpected development took place with the possibility of Urdu becoming the language of the capital Dhaka and
East Pakistan the countryside with the foundation of Pakistan led by Urdu-speaking leaders. The dangerous turn
took place when in 1948 the Pakistani Parliament and Pakistani national leader Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali
Jinnah declared that Urdu would be the state language of Pakistan and were greatly supported by the Nawab
Family of Dhaka and their supporters. Fortunately, things did not go their way as the valiant students of Dhaka
University and the Bengali lovers of East Pakistan people bravely opposed the idea and did not hesitate to
sacrifice their lives. Thus the famous language movement started to which the Father of the Nation Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman lent his full support. All this eventually led to the emergence of Bangladesh as a free nation of
which Dhaka became the capital whose lingua franca undoubtedly became Bangla and so also Bangla rose to be
the national language of the new country Bangladesh.

In this article, the historical perspective of how Dhaka became the capital of a Bengali-speaking State will be
enumerated.
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2. Buddhir Mukti and Aspects of the Intellectual History of Eastern Bengal
Professor Dr. Ashfaque Hossain

Department of History, University of Dhaka
e-mail: ashfaq@du.ac.bd

In this article, I have tried to investigate some aspects of the intellectual history of Eastern Bengal by looking at
the transformation of ideas and ideologies of a group of intellectuals and their contributions over time. A small
number of Bengali-speaking, but English-educated and western-influenced Muslims intellectuals emerged in
Dhaka in the 1920s who believed in 'liberalism', 'modernity' and 'reforms'. To them the Buddhir Mukti Andolon or
“Freedom of Intellect” was intended to release human wisdom from blind faith and mindless allegiance to the
scriptures. These people belonged to the Muslim Sahitya Samaj or Muslim Literary Society group who had
initiated the intellectual movement popularly known as the Buddhir Mukti Andolon or the movement for freedom
of intellect and who upheld rationalism. The Bengali word “Shikha” means 'flame'; the main aim of this group
was promoting social reform through rational thinking. Though modern in outlook they were not free from
contradictions and had to deal with criticism from powerful conservative elements in Dhaka. For example, Abul
Hussain and Kazi Abdul Wadud had to even apologize for authoring articles which preached rational thinking and
criticizing the conservativeness prevailing among Muslims in Bengal at this time. In short, this study is interested
primarily what these intellectuals believed and thought, importantly, what arguments were made by them. I also
hope to analyse the impact of this movement on nascent Bengali nationalism in the Eastern Bengal in the 1950s
and 1960s in order to understand how past events influenced the present, and even shaped the future of the of this
territory e. g. the emergence of Bangladesh in the second half of the twentieth century.

3. Making of Nation: Contribution of Bengali Scientists to the Field of Science & Technology
Professor Dr. Ishtiaque M. Syed

Department of Physics, University of Dhaka
e-mail: imsyed@du.ac.bd

Science and technology have truly revolutionized the modern world, bringing about remarkable advancements
that have impacted our lives in countless ways. From clean water and electricity to improved healthcare and
access to knowledge, the modern world owes a great debt to the relentless pursuit of scientific discovery and
technological innovation. In the Indian subcontinent science developed around 4000 years ago. At the earliest
stage, the scientific research by Bengali scientists was scattered and individualistic. Later formal scientific
research started in the 19™ century. The glorious contribution made by the Bengali scientists like, Jagadish
Chandra Bose, Prafulla Chandra Ray, Satyendra Nath Bose, Meghnad Saha, Jnan Chandra Ghosh, Muhammad
Qudrat-A-Khuda, Qazi Motahar Hossain and others will be discussed in this presentation. We will also discuss
how the establishment of the University of Dhaka in 1921 and other public universities later on contributed in this
regard. Contribution of Research Institutes like Bangladesh Council and Industrial Research, Bangladesh Atomic
Energy Commission. Jute Research Institute, Rice Research Institute, and International Centre for Diarrheal
Disease Research, Bangladesh will also be discussed. At last, the current research scenario, challenges, and
opportunities in the field of science and technology will be presented.
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4. Bangladeshi Writers Abroad: Thinking Language and Identity through Diaspora
Professor Dr. Shamsad Mortuza

Department of English, University of Dhaka
e-mail: shamsadm@du.ac.bd

The purpose of this paper is to examine the works of Bangladeshi diaspora writers who prefer to write in Bangla
from their adopted homes abroad. Their choice of mother tongue for their literary expression distinguishes them
from contemporary Bangladeshi-born diaspora writers writing in English. This paper will argue that the choice of
language is closely associated with issues of identity, language, and belonging. It reflects on the liminal space
between cultures and languages, as well as the politics of production and reception, by exploring the motivations
and challenges faced by certain writers living in North America or Great Britain. It will explore how these writers
challenge the dominant narratives of assimilation and linguistic hegemony while negotiating with their cultural
identities and maintaining their linguistic heritage. The role of language in both shaping readership and
accessibility and impacting the reception and recognition of their work will be considered to focus on production,
reception, and engagement with linguistic and cultural identities. The paper thus aims to contribute to the ongoing
discourse on the role of the mother tongue in making diasporic literature diverse and complex.

5. Exploring the Changing Dynamics of 'Bangla’' Language in the Day-to-day Interactions and
Literary Pursuits of Bengal (up to CE-1300)

Md. Habibullah

Lecturer, Department of History, University of Dhaka
e-mail: habibullahmilon@gmail.com

'Bangla' is ranked 7" out of the top 100 languages spoken worldwide. Apparently it is growing quickly but losing
its true nature due to the increased preference of English over 'Bangla' and the widespread use of Romanised
'Bangla' in the virtual world as well as 'Banglish' (mixing of Bengali-English) in the everyday speaking. This is
not a new phenomenon in the history of this language which dates atleast to 3500 B.C., the words and linguistic
features dominantly from Sanskrit, Perso-Arabic, Portuguese, and English changed the dynamics of Bangla
considerably. This research constructs the course of 'Bangla' language in the earlier forms to look into the changes
and developments in its graduation from 'old Bangla' to 'medieval Bangla'. Moreover, it explores the literary and
historical works of this time period to reveal the basics of Bangla language in the literature and the day-to-day
interaction. The key challenge of this research is addressing the dearth of source materials, in the end it would
open up new dimensions in the research on the history of the Bangla language.
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6. The Cultural and Linguistic Affinity in Defining the Identity of Bengal
Dr. Md. Abdus Samad', Samia Yesmin®

' Associate Professor, Department of History, Jagannath University
*MPhil Researcher, Department of Bangla, Jagannath University
e-mail: abdus.samad.history@gmail.com

Language permeates our thoughts, mediates our relations with others, and even creeps up into our dreams. Most
human knowledge and culture is stored and transmitted in language, which is so ubiquitous that we take it for
granted. However, as we now know, society would be impossible without it. So, language is the most precious
possession a society grows with. It is evident from the long but fragmented history of the Bengali language that it
has been helping to nourish the 'Pride and Hope' of the people looking for a national identity on their distinctive
cultural and linguistic backdrop. Based on the above arguments, the paper argues that, Mother, Mother tongue,
and Motherland —these three concepts are linearly interwoven in the train of Bengali thoughts, leading to the quest
for a distinct national identity of the Bengali-speaking population. Defending the language to the people of Bengal
always seemed analogous to protecting their land. From this angle, the issue of language has been considered an
instrument for fighting the cause of cultural, territorial, and national identity. The spirit of the eastern Bengal
people for the Language Movement and the Bangladesh Movement was primarily derived from such a
background. The paper also argues that, the cultural and linguistic affinity and the representation of nature played
a very significant role in defining the identity of the Bengal region. The cultural identity of modern Bengal is a
product of a long process of racial and cultural interactions among various racial and cultural groups that came to
the region over the years. Following a historical method, the paper concludes with the very notion that, Bengali
nationalistic feelings found an outlet in the eulogy of Bengali language by early, medieval, modern, and
contemporary linguistic aspect and the language consciousness of the Bengali speaking people has worked as a
precursor of nationalism in Bangladesh.

7. The Shifting from Bengali Nationalism to Bangladeshi Nationalism- A Political Analysis
Eshrad Ahmed

M.A. in English, BRAC University
e-mail: eshradahmed1800@gmail.com

This paper seeks to find out the historical reasons behind the formation of Bengali nationalism. There is a clash
between the concepts of Bengali nationalism and Bangladeshi nationalism in our political phenomenon. The
concept of national identity is seen to be shifted with the change of political groups in power. By applying
religious nationalism, secular nationalism, Gellner’s theory of nationalism; this paper will analyze how the
confusion over national identity is affecting Bangladesh since the beginning. However, this paper argues that
religion Islam and hatred for India is used as a tool by Major Ziaur Rahman to develop the concept of
Bangladeshi nationalism replacing Bengali nationalism. The scope of this paper is limited to selected published
literature and newspaper articles only. For collecting data, this study will follow one or more primary texts e.g.
“Nations and Nationalism” by Eric Hobsbawm, “Imagined Communities” by Benedict Anderson, “The
Emergence of Nationalism in Bangladesh” by Nehal Karim, “The Other Side of Silence” by Urvashi Butalia and
other secondary sources and articles. This is going to be a qualitative research. Apparently, this paper found that
religion Islam has been widely used in Bangladesh by the major political parties either directly or indirectly to
control people and make their regime last longer. Furthermore, this study initiates that from a secular country,
within a few years of independence, Bangladesh has been consciously transformed into a recognized Muslim

country.

Keywords: Religion, Islam, Bangladesh, politics, nationalism, relationship, secularism, religious nationalism and
populism.
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8. The Language Movement and the Emergence of Bangladesh: Insights through
Memoirs and Autobiographies

Dr. Saleh Md. Shahriar

Assistant Professor, Department of History and Philosophy (DHP), North South University
e-mail: saleh.shahriar@northsouth.edu, drshahriar25@gmail.com

Professor Patrick Hutton conceptualized that history is an art of memory. The language movement was one of the
most memorable events, paving the way for the bloody birth of Bangladesh in 1971. The language movement
began in 1948 and reached its climax in the killing of 21 February 1952, and ended in the adoption of ‘Bangla’ as
one of the state languages of Pakistan. Since the historic language movement, the people of Bangladesh found
their mother-tongue constitutionally recognized and socio-culturally rehabilitated. Bangla as a language received
its global recognition by the 1999 UNESCO declaration of the International Mother Language Day. In fact, the
language movement was a sociopolitical and cultural event of personal and collective memories. Narratives are
culturally canonical linguistic forms that provide a structure for the fluidity of lived experience and the creation of
a coherent and continuous identity. Now-a-days, memory studies elicit widespread scholarly interest across the
disciplines. Most psychologists study autobiographical memories of personal events, while social scientists focus
on collective memories of national and international events. The language movements captured certain thoughts,
motivations, actions, emotions, trauma, identity, and memories. However, several Bengali observers - for
instances, Abul Masur Ahmed, Ataur Rahman Khan, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, Gaziul Huq, Oli Ahad, Badruddin
Omar, Sanjida Khatun and Ahmed Rafiq - have written memoirs and autobiographies on the language movement.
Against this backdrop, the objective of this paper is to explore the motives, tactics, mobilizational strategies, and
leadership roles during the language movement. A framework on cultural memory will, therefore, be proposed to
explain the issues considering the recent scholarship on memories and history.

Key Words: Language movement, memories, culture, disparity, nation-building, identity politics, nationalism

9. Earliest Snapshot of Bengali Diaspora and Cultural Penetration to Southeast Asia and
Maritime Connectivity (400 BCE — 800 CE)

Professor Dr. Sharmin Akhtar

Department of History, University of Dhaka
e-mail: sharmin419@gmail.com

This paper set out to highlight the Bengali diaspora and cultural penetration in the Southeast Asian region as a
complex web of interaction of the past. In this association, the maritime connectivity of Bengal worked as a
marker to build a deeper engagement between communities inhabited. Though elements of Bengal impacted the
socio-cultural life of Southeast Asian regions tremendously, it was rarely addressed and infrequently looked at in
the literature. From the first century CE, this East-West maritime interaction aided in materialising the
Indianisation in the Southeast Asian region. At that time, migration towards this region from Bengal came out in
line with the stream of this immense process. It helped carry Bengal’s norms and cultural elements to the East
through water-based trade by merchants and religious propagation. Archaeological and textual evidence showed
that Bengal was connected with this region even from the pre-Indianisation phase. Elements active in this linkage
were the port-to-port connectivity of both regions, craftsmen and merchant’s movement, settlement from Bengal’s
end, the demand for Bengal-originated products and the injection of the Indian subcontinental tradition such as
religious iconography, Sanskrit terminology and the cultural concepts of Bengal. This study applies a qualitative
method using historiographical approaches to analyse the contextual cultural factors. The study result will fill the
gap in the literature on how Bengali elements impacted Southeast Asian socio-cultural life and at a glance,
cultural, religious and social streams support institutional integrations to consolidate these ancestral glimpses.

Keywords: Bengali diaspora, Cultural penetration, Southeast Asia, Maritime, Indianisation.
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10. Unparliamentary Language in Parliament: The Bangladesh Experience
Dr. Sabbir Ahmed' and Maisha Sadat’®

'Professor of Political Science, University of Dhaka
*Lecturer, Department of English, BGMEA University of Fashion and Technology
e-mail: sabbirahmed@du.ac.bd

This article is an attempt to examine the unparliamentary language used in the parliament of Bangladesh by its
member since the beginning of the fifth parliament in 1991. It aims to answer the question: Why do MPs (member
of the parliament) use unparliamentary language in the parliament? Verbal bashing committed by many MPs in
parliament show the confrontational political culture of Bangladesh, vitiating interparty relationship between the
parties, mainly Bangladesh Awami League (AL) and Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) representing the
parliament. The words such as “chudurbudur”, comparing the parliament with ‘redlight district areas’,
“Goondami” (hooliganism), referring the House to the “House of jungle” or “Chutmarani” used by either the
ruling or the opposition MPs led to the unrest in the peaceful session of the parliament. During the 8" and 9™
parliaments, lawmakers used vulgar and non-parliamentary words 654 and 233 occasions, respectively. The cause
and consequences for the use of unparliamentary languages can be understood by examining MPs social positions
within the parliament. Two of the functional scales used in socio-linguistics help us to investigate further into the
content and nature of the unparliamentary language which eventually exposes its social dimensions and
consequences. Most of language discourses for his paper have been collected from the speeches delivered in the
parliament. However, the unparliamentary words were expunged by the Speaker remaining unrecorded in the
proceedings. Session-wise expunged words have been collected from the Newspapers for this study. Content
analysis shall be run on the words used by MPs maligning the civility of the parliamentary etiquette. This paper
argues that the functioning of parliament is impeded by parliamentary discourses concentrating on personal rather
that national interests. The more the MPs become more passionate, emotional, irrational and self-interest, the
more they become hostile towards the counterpart. Civil behavior of MPs is vital for effective working of
parliament.
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Theme: Language Contact and Change: Dynamics in Multilingual Contexts

1. Pakistani Economy in East Bengal
Tariq Omar Ali

Associate Professor, School of Foreign Services, Georgetown University
e-mail: ta563@geirgetown.edu

My proposed presentation examines the formation of the Pakistani economy in East Bengal out of the partitioned
fragments of a Calcutta-centric colonial economic space, constituted of built landscapes and a racialized
workforce designed to extract wealth and resources to imperial Britain via the colonial metropolis, Calcutta. |
narrate a process whereby the Indian and Pakistani states sought to dismantle this economic space into units of
capital and labour, assign those units a nationality, and then re-constitute them into new spatial forms, the national
economies of Pakistan and India. I examine the formation of the East Pakistan economy through the partitioned
fragments themselves, that is, through the people and localities being dis-embedded from colonial economies and
re-embedded into newly-constituted national economies. Specifically, I examine the formation of the East
Pakistan economy through three case studies: steamboats that plied on Bengal and Assam’s rivers, the borders
between the hills and the plains, and the village homestead. Focusing on microhistories of these three spaces, |
attempt to show the postcolonial national economy was created through the everyday actions of ordinary people
who participated in, resisted, evaded, and subverted the state, as much as it was conceived and implemented from
above, by national and transnational experts and policymakers.

2. Negotiating Linguistic Boundaries: The Role of the Bangla Language Movement in Redefining
National Identity and Conflict Resolution in Post-Colonial Bangladesh

Nasrin Jabin
Consultant, ARTICLE 19, Bangladesh and South Asia

e-mail: njabindu@gmail.com

The implications of the Bengali Language Movement were multifaceted and far-reaching in the social, cultural and political
life of Pakistan and later on in Bangladesh from 1971 onwards. This study critically examines the nuanced dynamics of this
historical event within the realm of peace and conflict studies, focusing on its role in reshaping national identity and
contributing to conflict resolution in post-colonial Bangladesh (Alam, 1991). Delving into the intricate relationship between
linguistic identity and peace, the paper scrutinizes how the Language Movement served as a transformative force in
navigating the complexities of nation-building. The scope of this study extends to an analysis of the specific strategies
employed during the Language Movement, highlighting the negotiation processes involved in redefining linguistic
boundaries and their subsequent impact on the resolution of regional conflicts. A qualitative research methodology was
employed which included content analysis of historical documents and comparative case studies. This study aims to provide a
nuanced understanding of the interplay between linguistic identity, conflict, and peacebuilding. The study seeks to advance
the comprehension of how language movements can serve as facilitators for conflict resolution and contribute to the
establishment of sustainable peace in various post-colonial contexts by illuminating the complex negotiations surrounding
linguistic boundaries.

Keywords: Language movement, national identity, catalyst, conflict resolution.

Reference
Alam, S. S. (1991, January), ‘Language as political articulation: East Bengal in 1952°, Journal of Contemporary Asia, 21(4),
469-487. https://doi.org/10.1080/00472339180000311
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3. Language Movement and Emergence of Bangladeshi Nationalism: An Indian Perspective
Dr. Pushpa Gautam

Visiting Faculty, ICFAI University, Jaipur, India
e-mail: pushpgtm@gmail.com

Language is considered to be one of the prime contributing attributes of a culture. Language is part of the heritage
of the people who constitute a geographically-based or territorial ethnic group and in modern times a nation.
Language, along with many other factors like religious beliefs and social customs, most often determines the
bases of nationalism. In a large number of cases, language represents the distinct identity of a nation. Language
acts as a cementing force behind the unity of the peoples, making them quite distinct from the people of other
nations. The case of people of Bangladesh is not any different. From the story of the creation of an independent
Bangladesh, it can be seen that Bangalee nationalism originated primarily around the question of language. The
Bengalis are very much proud of their language which is considered as one of the richest of the sub-continent
languages. The language theme is one of the most important elements of Bangladeshi culture. The Bengalis were
naturally hurt and became angry whenever the Muslim League leaders pursued a discriminatory attitude towards
their language and culture before and after the partition of India. This was the first step towards the growth of
Bangladeshi nationalism which resulted in the emergence of a new nation state in the world map. India, as the
biggest player in the Indian sub-continent extended its wholeheartedly support and sympathy to the people of East
Pakistan in their struggle against Pakistani atrocities and discrimination. This paper attempts to study the different
aspects of India’s official and un-official standing on the ethno-linguistic nationalist movement of East Pakistan
and its implications.

4. Perception and Practice of Language Movement: A Qualitative Study among the
Students of University of Dhaka

Shaila Islam Nipa

Lecturer , Jatiya Kabi Kazi Nazrul Islam University
e-mail: shailaislamnipa98@gmail.com

Background: The nation of Bangladesh has made a remarkable position throughout the world because of its love
for language which was shown in language movement. UNESCO has recognised language as the preserver of
culture. But most of the people of Bangladesh are not cognizant about the sacrifices of Bengali nation for their
language and don't feel any attachment to it.

Objective: The purpose of the study is to explore the perception and practice of language movement. It will
suggest ways to awake and boost up the spirit of the Bengali nationalism among young generations.

Methodology: This study will maintain cross sectional perceptionry study. The researcher will adopt qualitative
approach. Indept interviews and KII analysis will be the research tool. 30 adult students (18-24) and 5 KlIs from
Dhaka University will be choosen for indept interviews. Convenient and purposive sampling will be conducted.

Data Source: The researcher will use primary and secondary data to find a clear and better understanding on this
respective matter. Primary data will be taken through indept interviews. And researcher will collect secondary
data from books,journal articals,newspapers,cases etc.

Expected Result: This study will give unique ideas about perception and practice towards language movement
which keep uncuttable relation with our future of nation.This study will provide university students clear insights
about this area which will be helpful for upholding a sense of pride and integrity.

Keywords: Language Movement, Nationality, Spirit, Perception, Practice and Insights.
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5. Vernacularization of Health Perspectives in Printed Media: A Case Study of
Swasthya Samachar Magazine, 1912 -1927

Sharmin Jahan Chowdhury
Assistant Professor, Department of History, University of Dhaka
e-mail: sjichy@du.ac.bd

This research article explores the vernacularization of health perspectives in colonial Bengal through a focused

case study of Swasthya Samachar magazine. The study delves into how this publication was pivotal in shaping
and disseminating health-related information in the vernacular language during the twentieth century.
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Program Details
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The Language Movement and the Emergence of a Bangla-Speaking State in the World

A Multidisciplinary International Conference

Date: April 29-30, 2024

Venue: Nabab Nawab Ali Chowdhury Senate Bhaban, University of Dhaka

April 29, 2024

Day 1
9:30 am - 11:00 am
Auditorium (2™ floor)

Opening Session

Welcome Speech
Professor Fakrul Alam, PhD
Convener, Conference Organizing Committee

Keynote Paper

Professor Jon Wilson, PhD

Head of Department, History Department, King’s College, London
Topic: Emergence of Bangladesh in the Global South

Chief Guest

Mr. Mohibul Hassan Chowdhoury, MP
Honorable Minister, Ministry of Education
Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh

Chair

Professor A. S. M. Maksud Kamal, PhD
Vice-Chancellor, University of Dhaka

and Chairman, CARASS Management Council

Vote of Thanks
Professor Ashfaque Hossain, PhD

Director, Center for Advanced Research in Arts and Social Sciences (CARASS), University of Dhaka

and Member-Secretary, Conference Organizing Committee

Moderator
Professor Shamsad Mortuza, PhD

Department of English, University of Dhaka and Member, CARASS Executive Committee

11:00 am - 11:30 am
Tea break
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11:30 am - 1:00 pm
Meeting Room (3™ Floor)
Session 1

S ST @SR @G- eifedifRe semze

Language Movement: Historical Context- Institutional Participation

Special Seminar Room (1* floor)
Session 2
SR HTAET: AT SR
Language Movement: People’s Participation

1:00 pm - 2:00 pm
Dining Room
Lunch Break

2:00 - 3:00 pm

Special Seminar Room (1* floor)
Plenary Session

Contribution of Bengali Scientists to the Field of Science & Technology
Professor Dr. Ishtiaque M. Syed
Department of Physics, University of Dhaka

Buddhir Mukti and Aspects of the Intellectual History of Eastern Bengal
Professor Dr. Ashfaque Hossain
Director, Center for Advanced Research in Arts and Social Sciences (CARASS), University of Dhaka
and Member-Secretary, Conference Organizing Committee

Chair: Professor Fakrul Alam, PhD
Convener, Conference Organizing Committee

3:00 pm - 3:30 pm
Tea break
Dining Room

3:30 pm - 5:00 pm
Special Seminar Room (1* floor)
Session 3

o R ¢ Abefy

Language Development and Background

Meeting Room (3™ Floor)
Session 4
O STE: &OR @ eif ST
Language Movement: Impact and Reflection
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April 30, 2024
Day 2

9:30 am - 11:00 am
Special Seminar Room (1* floor)

Keynote Paper
Imagining a Bengali Nation: Trial, Tribulations and Trajectory of a Bengali Nation-State in South Asia

Professor Dr. Sajal Nag, Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose Distinguished Chair in Social Sciences, Presidency
University, Kolkata

Chair: Professor Dr. Sharif Uddin Ahmed
Former Chairman, Department of History and Philosophy, North South University

11:00 am - 11:30 am
Tea break
Dining Room

11:30 am - 1:00 pm
Special Seminar Room (1* floor)
Session 5
Il ST @ @Y

Language Movement and Unity
Meeting Room (3™ Floor)
Session 6
OI: AL S FREAM
Language: Media and Communication

1:00 pm - 2:00 pm
Dining Room
Lunch Break

2:00 pm -2:50 pm
Special Seminar Room (1* floor)

Session 7
ST SCARTC NI SRR
Participation of Women in Language Movement

2:00 pm - 3:30 pm
Meeting Room (3™ Floor)

Session 8

O ST A RIS

Language Movement: Beyond Border
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3:00 pm - 4:00 pm

Plenary Session

Dhaka as Capital of Bangla Speaking State: Historical Perspective
Professor Dr. Sharif Uddin Ahmed
Former Chairman, Department of History and Philosophy, North South University

Bangladeshi Writers Abroad: Thinking Language and Identity through Diaspora
Professor Dr. Shamsad Mortuza
Department of English, University of Dhaka and Member, CARASS Executive Committee

Chair : Professor Dr. Atiur Rahman
Emeritus Professor and Chairman, CARASS Executive Committee, University of Dhaka

4:00 pm - 4:30 pm
Tea break
Dining Room

4:30 pm - 6:00 pm
Special Seminar Room (1* floor)

Closing Session

Keynote Paper
The Language Movement and Bangabandhu: The Socio-Economic Perspective
Professor Dr. Atiur Rahman, Emeritus Professor and Chairman, CARASS Executive Committee, University of Dhaka

Chief Guest

Dr. Kamal Abdul Naser Chowdhury

Education and Cultural Affairs Adviser to the Prime Minister
Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh

Chair
Professor Dr. Sitesh Chandra Bachar
Pro-VC (Academic), University of Dhaka

Moderator
Professor Dr. Fakrul Alam

Convener, Conference Organizing Committee

Musical Event
Dhakar Dak performed by Rangili Biswas
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Honorable Patrons
International Conference on Language Movement and
the Emergence of a Bangla-Speaking State in the World

Professor Dr. A. S. M. Maksud Kamal
Honorable Vice-Chancellor, University of Dhaka

Professor Dr. Muhammad Samad
Pro-Vice Chancellor (Administration), University of Dhaka

Professor Dr. Sitesh Chandra Bachar
Pro-Vice Chancellor (Academic), University of Dhaka

Professor Mamtaz Uddin Ahmed
Treasurer, University of Dhaka

Professor Dr. Atiur Rahman
Chairman, CARASS Executive Committee, University of Dhaka

Professor Dr. Abul Barkat
Director, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Research Institute for
Peace and Liberty, University of Dhaka

Professor Dr. Syed Manzoorul Islam
Professor Emeritus, Department of English, University of Dhaka
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International Conference on Language Movement
and the Emergence of a Bangla-Speaking State in the World
Organizing Committee Members

Professor Dr. Fakrul Alam (Convener)
Bangabandhu Chair, University of Dhaka

Professor Dr. Shamsad Mortuza
Department of English, University of Dhaka

Professor Dr. Ishtiaque M. Syed
Department of Physics and Director, CARS
University of Dhaka

Professor Dr. Md. Mofizur Rhaman
Department of Mass Communication & Journalism
University of Dhaka

Professor Dr. Md. Rafiqul Islam (Rafiq Shahariar)
Department of Peace and Conflict Studies
University of Dhaka

Professor Dr. Sharmin Akhtar
Department of History, University of Dhaka

Professor Dr. Ashfaque Hossain (Member-Secretary)
Department of History and Director, CARASS
University of Dhaka

Coordinator
Kazi Sameeo Sheesh
Senior Research Fellow, CARASS, University of Dhaka
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International Conference on
Language Movement and the Emergence of a Bangla-Speaking State in the World
Members of the Sub-Committees

Finance Sub-committee

Professor Dr. Zia Rahman, Dean, Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Dhaka (Convener till March 23, 2024)
Professor Dr. Ashfaque Hossain, Director, CARASS, University of Dhaka (Member-Secretary)

Professor Dr. Abdul Bashir, Dean, Faculty of Arts, University of Dhaka

Professor Dr. Tania Haque, Chairperson, Department of Women & Gender Studies, University of Dhaka
Professor Dr. Milton Kumar Dev, Department of History, University of Dhaka

Dr. Md. Golam Mawla, Associate Professor, Department of Urdu, University of Dhaka

Publication Sub-committee

Professor Dr. Samsad Mortuza, Department of English, University of Dhaka (Convener)

Professor Dr. Abul Mansur Ahmed, Department of Mass Communication and Journalism, University of Dhaka
Professor Dr. Asha Islam Nayeem, Department of History, University of Dhaka

Professor Dr. M. Shahadat Hossain Siddiquee, Department of Economics, University of Dhaka

Ms. Sumaiya Igbal, Lecturer, Department of Criminology, University of Dhaka

Mr. Kazi Sameeo Sheesh, Senior Research Fellow, CARASS, University of Dhaka (Member-Secretary)

Reception and Transport Sub-Committee

Professor Dr. Md. Abdur Rahim, Department of Islamic History and Culture, University of Dhaka
Professor Dr. S M Mofizur Rahman, Department of Islamic History and Culture, University of Dhaka
Professor A H M Kishowar Hossain, Department of Population Sciences, University of Dhaka

Dr. Abdullah Al Mamun, Associate Professor, Department of Japanese Studies, University of Dhaka
Mr. Sahidul Hasan, Associate Professor, Department of History, University of Dhaka

Mr. Kazi Sameeo Sheesh, Senior Research Fellow, CARASS, University of Dhaka (Member-Secretary)
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Members of the Executive Committee

of the Center for Advanced Research in Arts and

Social Sciences (CARASS), University of Dhaka

Professor Dr. Atiur Rahman (Chairman)
Emeritus Professor, University of Dhaka

Professor Dr. Abdul Bashir
Dean, Faculty of Arts, University of Dhaka

Professor Dr. Rasheda Irshad Nasir
Dean (Acting), Faculty of Social Sciences
University of Dhaka

Professor Dr. Abul Mansur Ahmed
Chairman, Department of Mass Communication &
Journalism, University of Dhaka

Professor Dr. Shamsad Mortuza
Department of English, University of Dhaka

Dr. Md. Golam Mawla
Associate Professor & Chairman,
Department of Urdu, University of Dhaka

Professor Dr. Ashfaque Hossain (Member-Secretary)
Director, CARASS, University of Dhaka
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Aims of CARASS

The Center for Advanced Research in Arts and Social Sciences (CARASS), University of Dhaka believes that a
knowledge-based society is an essential component for development. To establish such a society, undertaking
various research on social and human-related issues is very important. CARASS is a platform for scholars,
academicians, and research-minded people.

Recent Events

Initiative has been taken for organizing an International Conference on ‘Language Movement and the Emergence
of a Bangla-Speaking State in the World.’

Initiative has been taken for a research project titled ‘Participation of Mass People in the War of Liberation’.
fegra vl ffavres SR 9@ (Role of the Staffs of the Dhaka University in Liberation War) titled
research paper is an ongoing project. Manuscript has been completed.

CARASS published “tger €%ca1a (Gobeshona Nirghontokosh) which will pave the way for future research.
CARASS organized a presentation of research proposals and poster display on Liberation War.

CARASS conducted their ‘Research Paradigms and Advanced Methodology in Arts and Social Sciences’ training
workshop for the eighth time.

A clean-up drive around the center was started under the leadership of the director. All the staff of the center
participated in it. This program has been adopted to keep the environment beautiful and this program will
continue.

Contact

CARASS Building, TSC Compound, University of Dhaka, Dhaka-1000
Phone: +88 09666 911 463 (Extn: 4645, 4646)

E-mail: carass@du.ac.bd

For details, please visit: https://du.ac.bd/profile/303
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Some Activities of CARASS
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CARASS Execituve Committee Meeting Conference Organizing Committee Meeting
(We will always remeber Prof. Zia Rahman)
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Social Activities
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