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... For those who believed in democracy and supported the creation of Pakistan
with the hope of establishing a democratic country, the early of Pakistan was
the history of frustration. For those who came to power as Pakistan came into
being as a separate entity, it was a period of desperation to stay in power. Hopes
were dashed for the emerging middle class of East Pakistan who fought against
the British power and Hindu zaminders with the hopes and aspirations that the
newly form of Pakistan would be a place where they could live their lives in
peace and tranquility with democratic rights and privileges the early political
actions of the ruling leaders were totally disappointing. The West Pakistani
leaders attempted to transform the tradition into an Imperial regime whose
metropolis was Punjab and whose ‘jewel in the crown’” was Bengal. (Hossain,
2010, Pp. 67)
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In East Bengal, Caste Hindus dominated the society economically, politically
and culturally. With the partition of Bengal, the dominance of the upper caste
and upper class Hindus ended almost overnight ... Consequent upon this, the
Muslim peasants, both poor peasants and sharecroppers, and the rural wage-
workers found themselves in the same economic relations with the landlord and
the usurer, but with this difference that now they were no longer Hindus, but
people belonging to their own religious ‘brotherhood’. This change happened
not only in the rural areas and in the agricultural sector, but in all spheres of life
and in all sectors of production and distribution, in industry and business, and
in the various professions. The Muslim peasants, workers, artisans and other
working people found themselves in the same relations with the propertied
classes, but such relations no longer had any communal dimensions. The
exploiters and the exploited now confronted each other in the rural areas
nakedly and without any illusion. (Umar, 2000, Pp. 26-27)
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The Muslim peasants, workers and the middle class people were taught to
visualise Pakistan as a dreamland, where milk and honey would flow, everyone
would get education and suitable job, healthcare would be there as a routine
matter, and there would be a flowering of culture for which there was so much
talk during the Pakistan movement. (Umar, 2000, P. 28)
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The Government, rather than taking steps to correct the public grievances,
seemed to be more interested and involved in summarily condemning all
opposition as pro-India, pro-Communist and anti-Pakistan. This angered and
alienated many patriotic people who were simply working toward better human
conditions for themselves. It shows that the government officials, at both the
Central and provincial levels, were not aware of the heavy price the country had
already begun to pay in distrust and disharmony in East Pakistan. (Dil, Anwar
& Dil, Afia, 2011, P. 200)
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¢. “The Muslim League that had led the people of Muslim Bengal to Pakistan was dead
and buried in East Pakistan”. Quoted in Dil (2011), P. 200.
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