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The Country Today
DU VC meets CA Dr Or Yunus

DU Correspondent
A delegation of the university adminis-

"tration led by Dhaka University Vice

Chancellor Professor Dr. Niaz Ahmed
Khan met Chief Advisor Dr.
Muhammad Yunussat the State Guest
House Jamuna on Saturday evening.

The VC met the Chief Advisor of the
interim government as part of his regular
briefing on the overall affairs of the uni-
versity, \ Pro-Vice

-

(Admunistration) Professor Dr. Saima
Haque Bidisha, Pro-Vice Chancellor

(Education) Professor Dr. Mamun
Ahmed, Treasurer Professor Dr. M.
Jahangir Alam Chowdhury and Proctor
Associate Professor Saifuddin Ahmed
were present.

During the meeting, they discussed the
issue of granting specml status to Dhaka
University for its unique contribution to

Cm““% _thc country’s education and msean:h.

T =

socio-economic development, the great
language movement, the freedom strug-
gle.l&undemmovemem of 24, includ-
ing the renaissance history of
Bangladesh.
Vice-Chancellor Professor Dr. Niaz
Ahmed Khan highlighted the need to
construct several female and male halls
as soon as possible 1o resolye the hous-
ing crisis of students, form & ‘Special
Endowment Fund' to bring ﬂlMgem
students of the first-year |
program under scholarship, audmodem-
ize the university's medical center to
ensure medical services to students.
During this time, the Chief Advisor was
informed about the overall situation of
the university, education and research
activities, progress of various develop-
ment projects, development of teacher-
student inter-relationship, and various
steps taken recently for the welfare of
students.
Chief Adviser Dr. Muhammad Yunus
expressed satisfaction with the overall
situation including the development of
education and research at the university.
Continued to page 2
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The Daily Observer

VC-Lep Team Meer CJ |
DU eyes
Special.
Status’’

DU Correspondent

The latest development of |
attaining 'Special Status' |
was taken by Dhaka |
University (DU) after a
high-profile interaction
between the Chief Adviser
of interim government
Prof Dr Muhammad Yunus
and Vice Chancellor (VC)
Prof Dr Niaz Ahmad Khan.
On Saturday, the meet-
ing, held in the evening at
the State Guest House
Jamuna, focused on the
university's historic con-
tributions and future
development needs. =
Urging the fulfillment of ,
long-term . objectives,
Chief Adviser was glad
over the advancement of
Dhaka University and
showed all readiness to
cooperate with it in future
endeavours. He assured
the proposed develop-"
ment of 'Special Status'
and all support for pro-
posed residential halls, |
endowment fund and
infrastructure  develop- |
ment plans. \
_ As it was emphasized by
the DU Vice-Chancellor
regarding certain pressing
challenges the university |
faces, the major one being |
housing for students.
Therefore, it was suggested |
to have more hostels built
immediately.
The VC brought up the |
proposal of creating a
'Special Endowment
Fund' to provide scholar-
 ships to first-year students
from low-income families.
In order to provide stu-
dents with appropriate |
medical treatment, he also
presented a strong case for
quick and modernizing
actions at the univergsity
medical centre.
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["We re witnessing one of the
Righest health-related: aut-oﬁ '
nocket expenditures.du
pollution-induced diseases in

Bangladesh," s says Ecanomzst :

.‘{"

Proj Sayem(i Ha qu@ ﬁdwha

industry Desk: Air pollution has extremely detrimental
efiectd on productivity levels and Bangladesh’s economy,

said an cconomist during the inaugural session of the Air

Quality Research and Environmental Policy Discussion at
the Maculty of Sciénce, University of Dhaka this mornirg (12
Jisiey). "When we are talking about human capital, the
-wdue that comes up is poor air quality, which has an
extremely detrimental effect on the eiﬁcxency and productiv-
ity levels of the people. This situation can have dire implica-
huma for GDP," said Economist Prof Sayema Haque Bidisha
iring the discussion. Bidisha was a guest of honour in theé
progmm ciganised by the US Embassy in Dhaka. Her com-
ment comes as Dhaka’s air was classified as "unheaithy”,

sdue'to air

cOnomlc growth

~ with an AQI score of 185 at 8:55am this morning. She high-

lighted three primary concerns regarding pollution: environ-
mental, health and productmty, and economic growth

Jimpacts. 'It’s not only from a micro perspective but also

from a global one that we see the negative impacts of envi-
ronmental and air quality degradation," she said, adding
that the negative impact on the climate and the worsening

type of climate  change that people have been experiencing is

"We're witnessing one of the highest health-

. concerning,
related out-of- -pocket expenditures due to air pollution-
' induced diseases in Bangladesh," Bidisha said, outlining

the significant costs to families that affect educauon and
nutrition. "For example, the education of girls in the family
and the overall nutrition of that family, she added. Bidisha
said these health-telated costs can have serious conse-

‘quences when the country aims to achieve sustainable

development goals or improve overall well-being. 'l don’t
want to bore you with numbers, but the rate of premature
deaths and the adverse effects of air pollution on children
and infants in Bangladesh could also have far-reaching con-
sequences for the nation as a whole," she added. She said,
"Thirdly, we are discussing and optimistic about the demo-
graphic dividend and transition we are experiencing due to
our large youth population. This young demographic is cru-
cial for the country’s development, growth, and GDP."
Bidisha believes the solution to air pollution inyolves collab-
oration, increased awareness, and timely governmental
intervention. "Awareness on all sides can lead to a better
world, necessitating timely government interventions, budg-
et allvcations, strategic decisions, and cooperation between |
governments," she said, Bidisha said this type of collabora-
tion should continue into the near future across various
scales and levels through research, teaching, academic
interaction, and the sharing of different ideas and projects.
Professor James J Schauer from the Umversxty of
Wisconsin-Madison, USA, was a special guest in the discus-
sion chaired by Prof Abdus Salam, Dean of Dhaka
University’s Faculty of Science.
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The Bangladesh Post

Forvst and |
Professa

Adviser Sycda Rizwana

on Sunday said that the

ent is committed to

ing air pollution through
measures.

‘he government is taking steps

as controlling road dust and

burnmg to reduce public

from air pollution.” she

rever, the adviser said, imple-
mting long-term solutions like
ndardizing fuel and modemizing
require significant invest-

he made the remarks while
aking at a seminar titled "Air
ity Research and Environmental
Discussion” organised by the
S. Embassy in Dhaka at the
—o% FacultyothhUnwelmy
zwana outlined ongoing efforts
are plans to mitigate air pollu-

e PraVi '(*.amu-ndum
¢ Profcsson D, Janes o S(hnm

University of W

Dmmmnul Ul and hmbn

Adviser Syeds Rizwana Hasan ;pegki’ita seminar at Dhaka University on Sunday.

.disposal, while acknowledging

multiple contributors to air pollu-
tion, such as road dust, wastc

" burning, and outdated vehicles.

She announced plans to cover
Dhaka's uncovered road dividers
with grass during the monsoon and
m the formation of a tuk

bmkﬂnt&ds to prevent dust

pollution.
meDr.S-yumHegnBuhsha.
Pro Vice-Chancellor (Adminis-
tration) of Dhaka University; Prof.
qr Abdus Salam, Dean of the

Faculty of Science, Dhaka
University: and Amy Cass,
Eeonomic Officer at the u.s.

Keynote presentations by global
experts - - Prof. Dr. James J. Schauer

“from the University of Wisconsin-,

Madison; Prof. Dr. Benjamin de Foy
from Saint Louis University, and
Prof. Dr. Jill Baumgartner from
McGill University - offered valu-

mn.

Research findings presented by
Dr. Zahidul Quayyum (BRAC
University),  Dr. Ahmed
Kamruzzaman Mazumder (Stamford
University), Samiha Nahian (Dhaka
University), Shahid Uz Zaman
(BUET), and Dr. Ziaul Haque
(Department of Environment)
provided an in-depth analysis of air
quality trends in Bangladesh and
proposed recommendations.

The event also cxplored the
Bangladesh National Air Quality
Management Plan, focusing on
Moﬁeﬁw solutions to

_improve air quality across the nation.
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Govt takes specific measures to
“control air pollution: Rizwana

< U.S Embassy in  with grass during ‘the monsoon MeGﬂlUnivenity-offmdv:luble
ence Faculty of and mentioned the formation ofa  insights into air quality manage-
* task force and action groups to mentand i oaches to
ned ongoing efforts addru'sspu:iﬁcchallenges, such tackle urban and industrial air pol-
futurep o mitigate air pol- - as ng broken roads to pre- lution. Research findings presented
n in t H%hkﬂxﬂng st pollution. by Dr. ZnhldtﬂQuaarynm(BRAC
3 5 i ution in me. Dr. Sayema Hagque Bidisha, University), Dr.
gl this is the first Vice-Chancellor =~ Kamruzzaman anumder
_ ‘ in the country's history that (Admnustrltion) of Dhaka (Stamford University), Samiha
trolling ro and v : has discussed air pollu- ~ University; Prof. Dr. Abdus Salam, ~Nahian (Dhaka University), Shahid
ing to rednee public sufferings tion, signifying the importance Dean of the Facnlty of Science, Uz Zaman (BUET), and Dr. Ziaul
from air pollution," she said. "we've attached to this issue”, Dhaka University; and Amy Cass, Haque ( ent of
e e A e e
' long-term solutions T i o ) ; were present at ysis of air
like si dizing fuel and mod- use of masks and waste the seminar, among others, in Bangladesh and proposed rec-
ernizing refineries require signifi- disposal, while acknowledging  Keynote presentations by global ommendations. The event also
cant investment and time. expata Prof.Dr JnmuJ Schaner

mulhple mnm'butom to air po]lu-

FoyﬂomSaintIouisUnimty

'andef. JillBamnnmwr

,u' ) .. on ‘:lll plementin '_
solutions to improve air qunhty
across the nation.
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