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About the Conference

The International Conference on Decolonization and Maulana Bhashani provides a critical forum for scholarly
engagement with the enduring legacies of colonialism and the multifaceted nature of postcolonial resistance in
South Asia. The experience of this region is a complex historical and ideological terrain, shaped by nationalism,
contestation, and various forms of subaltern defiance. This conference is dedicated to foregrounding the life,
vision, and activism of Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan Bhashani (1880-1976), a powerful yet understudied
political and spiritual leader.

Bhashani’s political journey spanned multiple geopolitical landscapes—ifrom anti-British agitations in Colonial
Assam and Bengal to pivotal political activism in Pakistan and the crucial early momentum of Bangladesh’s
independence. Known popularly as the ‘Red Maulana’, he developed a unique political synthesis, fusing
elements of Islam and socialism to vehemently challenge colonial domination, capitalist exploitation, and
postcolonial authoritarianism. His enduring commitment to peasant rights, regional autonomy, and a distinctive
form of spiritual justice continues to resonate deeply within contemporary South Asian socio-political discourse.

Organized by the Center for Advanced Research in Arts and Social Sciences (CARASS) at the University of
Dhaka, this international event is structured around the following key objectives:

1. To analyze Maulana Bhashani’s role in the decolonization process across the historical and contemporary
boundaries of South Asia.
To explore postcolonial resistance movements through the specific lenses of Islam, socialism, and

grassroots peasant mobilization, particularly as embodied in Bhashani’s ideology.

To re-read South Asian history by prioritizing subaltern perspectives and spiritual-political frameworks
that challenge mainstream historical narratives.

This conference encourages interdisciplinary contributions from scholars across the social sciences and
humanities. While submissions are invited across a broad spectrum, indicative thematic areas include:

* Assam, Identity and Migration in Bhashani’s politics

» The history and impact of Peasant Politics and Grassroots Movements

* Bhashani in Exile and his engagement with Human Rights issues

» Feminist Perspectives on Bhashani’s political and social thought

* The critical role of Bhashani and his movement in the Birth of Bangladesh

* The nexus between Environmental Justice and People’s Sovereignty

This event aims to generate significant new knowledge, foster scholarly collaboration, and contribute to a more
nuanced understanding of resistance, decolonization, and political spirituality in the Global South.
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Message

It is with immense pleasure that I extend my warmest felicitations to the Center for Advanced Research in Arts
and Social Sciences (CARASS) at the University of Dhaka for successfully organizing the International
Conference on Decolonization and Maulana Bhashani.

The legacy of Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan Bhashani represents a cornerstone of our national history—a
towering figure whose commitment to the rights of the peasantry, social justice, and political autonomy defined
the course of anti-colonial and post-colonial struggle in South Asia. His ideological synthesis of Islamic
principles and socialist thought offers a unique, complex, and vital subject for scholarly inquiry.

The Ministry of Education, Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh, is fundamentally committed to
fostering an academic environment where such critical re-examinations of history and ideology can thrive. Our
goal is to cultivate a new generation of researchers and thinkers equipped not only with knowledge but also with
the critical capacity to analyze the complex forces of global history, national consciousness, and subaltern
resistance. This conference, by placing Bhashani’s visionary role within the broader context of decolonization,
perfectly aligns with our mandate to deepen intellectual engagement with the foundational principles of our
nation.

The accalimed contributions compiled within this conference will serve as a rich intellectual resource for
historians, political scientists, and students globally. They will help illuminate the spiritual-political dimensions
of Bhashani’s movement and underscore the enduring relevance of grassroots mobilization in achieving genuine
people’s sovereignty.

I commend the faculty, researchers, and participants for their scholarly dedication. I trust that the insights
generated by this conference will contribute significantly to the ongoing discourse on decolonization and inform
future policymaking that prioritizes equity and justice.

I wish the conference every success and anticipate their positive and lasting impact on the academic landscape.

qu\\,“

Prof. Dr. Chowdhury Rafiqul Abrar
Hon'ble Education Adviser
Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh
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Felicitation Message 10 December 2025

It is a distinct honor and privilege to welcome all distinguished participants, scholars, and researchers to the
International Conference on Decolonization and Maulana Bhashani. This landmark event, meticulously
organized by the Center for Advanced Research in Arts and Social Sciences (CARASS) at the University of
Dhaka, embodies our institution’s enduring commitment to critical scholarship and intellectual leadership in the
South Asian region.

The University of Dhaka, as the premier centre of learning and the birthplace of many national movements,
carries a unique responsibility to facilitate dialogues that interrogate the foundations of our political and social
identity. Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan Bhashani—the ‘Red Maulana’—remains an indispensable figure in this
process of interrogation. His life serves as a powerful testament to the spiritual and political resilience required
to challenge structures of colonial and post-colonial oppression. The convergence of his grassroots activism, his
synthesis of Islam and socialism, and his unwavering dedication to peasant rights presents a crucial lens through
which to re-examine the dynamics of decolonization.

We are immensely proud that our faculty, through CARASS, has taken the initiative to convene this international
gathering. The thematic areas—ranging from feminist perspectives and environmental justice to his pivotal role
in the emergence of Bangladesh—demonstrate the breadth and depth of inquiry necessary to fully appreciate
Bhashani’s complex legacy.

The essays, research papers, and analyses contained within these Conference Proceedings reflect the highest
standards of academic rigor. I am confident that this compilation will not only enrich our collective
understanding of Bhashani but also provide substantial theoretical contributions to the fields of post-colonial
studies, history, political sciences, peasant studies and people’s resistance across the globe.

I extend my deepest gratitude to all who participated and contributed to the success of this event. May the
published proceedings inspire further research and continue the vital conversation about justice, sovereignty and
history.

Professor Niaz Ahmed Khan, PhD
Vice-Chancellor

University of Dhaka

and Chairman, CARASS Management Committee







Message

It is a great pleasure to recognize the initiative to organize the International Conference on Decolonization and
Maulana Bhashani, a significant intellectual undertaking by the Center for Advanced Research in Arts and Social
Sciences (CARASS).

The success of a major international academic event like this is a testament not only to the intellectual vibrancy
of the papers presented but also to the seamless coordination and administrative support provided by the
University of Dhaka. As the Pro-Vice-Chancellor overseeing Administration, I take pride in the institutional
commitment demonstrated in providing the necessary facilities, infrastructure, and logistical framework that
allowed scholars from various parts of the globe to convene and share their research.

This conference, by focusing on a complex figure like Maulana Bhashani, underscores the University’s
administrative dedication to supporting critical research that is both nationally relevant and globally significant.
We firmly believe that fostering an environment of operational efficiency and robust infrastructural support is
intrinsically linked to achieving academic excellence. The smooth execution of this conference, from the
efficient handling of the abstract submission process to the management of the conference logistics, reflects this
commitment.

I offer my deepest gratitude to Professor Emeritus Dr. Serajul Islam Choudhury, Chairman CARASS Executive
Committee, Convener, Conference Organizing Committee and Professor Dr. Ashfaque Hossain, the Director of
CARASS, and the entire Conference Organizing Committee for their meticulous planning and tireless
execution. Furthermore, I extend my appreciation to all participants for contributing to a rich and productive
academic exchange.

May this Conference serve as a testament to the University of Dhaka’s ability to successfully host and
disseminate high-impact scholarly work.

Professor Dr. Sayema Haque Bidisha
Pro-Vice Chancellor (Administration)
University of Dhaka







Message

It is with great pride that I acknowledge the contribution of the Center for Advanced Research in Arts and Social
Sciences (CARASS) in hosting the International Conference on Decolonization and Maulana Bhashani. This
conference is not merely an academic event; it is a critical endeavor that directly supports the core mission of the
University of Dhaka—to advance knowledge and foster rigorous intellectual inquiry.

In my capacity as Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Academic), I am keenly focused on ensuring that our academic
programs equip students with the ability to analyze complex historical, political, and social phenomena.
Maulana Bhashani’s life and movement offer a rich, interdisciplinary case study for achieving this goal. His
legacy challenges linear interpretations of history, demanding that we explore the dynamic interactions between
religion, socialism, peasantry, and state power.

The commitment shown by the organizers and the depth of the presented papers are commendable. They
demonstrate the vibrant state of research within our university and our capacity to engage in global intellectual
conversations regarding decolonial thought and grassroots democracy.

These works will serve as an invaluable pedagogical resource, providing students and faculty with access to
cutting-edge research. They will encourage future generations to delve into primary sources, develop critical
analytical skills, and understand the foundational struggles that shaped the independent identity of Bangladesh.

I extend my sincere appreciation to the participants for elevating the scholarly discourse on this essential topic.
I have full confidence that thisconference will stand as a lasting contribution to educational excellence and
research integrity.

Professor Dr. Mamun Ahmed
Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Academic)
University of Dhaka







Message

It gives me immense satisfaction, as the Convener of the Conference Organizing Committee and Chairman of
the CARASS Executive Committee, to introduce the International Conference on Decolonization and Maulana
Bhashani. This volume is the fruit of a critical endeavor to reclaim and rigorously analyze a political life
essential to the history of justice and resistance in our region.

Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan Bhashani has been anti-impersialist since the beginning of the political life. Very
few, if any, among the politicians have been as committed to the urgent necessity of docolonisation in British
India as him. For him, decolonialisation meant much more than mere political independence; it required nothing
short of a social revolution. And that is precisely why his politics offered a radical alternative to the
conventional, state-centric nationalism that often superseded the interests of the masses. The true significance of
Bhashani’s ideology lies in his unwavering commitment to social ownership and his uncompromising
anti-capitalist stance. He has been a spiritual leader who was profoundly secular in his commitment to economic
equity, merging Islamic notions of social justice with revolutionary socialist principles to create a unique
political force.

His political genius was manifested in his consistent belief that freedom from colonial rule was meaningless
without freedom from economic exploitation. Bhashani’s politics were perpetually oriented toward the landless
peasants, the marginalized labourers, and the displaced communities. His famous ‘Gherao’ (encirclement)
movement and his leadership in the Farakka March were not merely acts of protest; they were profound
assertions of People’s Sovereignty, demanding that the wealth and resources of the nation be held in social
ownership for the benefit of all, rather than accumulated by a privileged capitalist few.

The papers in this conference critically explore this complex politics: the fusion of mazlumiyat (the politics of
the oppressed) with concrete demands for land reform and economic democracy. They challenge us to reflect on
why Bhashani’s message of radical social ownership remains largely unfulfilled in the postcolonial states of
South Asia.

I thank CARASS, the University of Dhaka, and all the participants whose scholarship has made this compilation
possible. I trust that this volume will not only celebrate the man but, more importantly, contribute intellectually
to our continuous struggle against all forms of exploitation and for a truly democratic society.

)KM?:A& I1SLarmm %D.&fkmb
Serajul Islam Choudhury
Chairman, CARASS Executive Committee
&
Convener, Conference Organizing Committee







Message

It is a privilege to welcome you all to the International Conference on Decolonization and Maulana Bhashani,
hosted by the Center for Advanced Research in Arts and Social Sciences (CARASS) at the University of Dhaka,
and to present the proceedings of this important event. As the Director of CARASS and Member-Secretary of
the Organizing Committee, | am delighted to see the culmination of months of dedicated effort in this substantial
volume of scholarly work.

This conference was conceived from a vital intellectual necessity: to move beyond conventional Euro-centric
histography and conduct a rigorous, contextual, and multidimensional analysis of Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan
Bhashani. We recognized that his complex identity—the fusion of ‘Red’ socialist ideology with deep spiritual
conviction—offers an unparalleled entry point into understanding the layered dynamics of subaltern resistance
and the enduring failures of postcolonial governance in South Asia. In this context, I would like to remind you
that he gained prominence in organizing Bengali peasants in Assam against exploitative Zamindars.

The overwhelming response to our Call for Abstracts confirmed the global scholarly interest in Maulana
Bhashani’s legacy. The papers collected here represent a vibrant cross-section of research, exploring his
transformative role from anti-British agitations in Assam to his crucial presence during the founding moments
of Bangladesh. We successfully brought together diverse voices addressing critical themes, including peasant
politics, feminist interpretations, environmental justice, and the politics of exile.

I extend my heartfelt appreciation to the Honorable Adviser of the Ministry of Education and the esteemed
leadership of the University of Dhaka, including the Vice-Chancellor and the Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Academic),
the Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Administration) for their guidance and institutional support. My sincere thanks also go
to the entire Conference Organizing Committee, sub-committees, the reviewers, and the CARASS team for their
tireless work in ensuring the high academic quality and smooth execution of this event.

This conference intends to provide foundational initiatives for future studies on Maulana Bhashani and
Post-colonial Studies in South Asia. We trust they will stimulate new research agenda and foster continued
dialogue on equity and justice.

Thank you for being part of this crucial academic endeavor.

@?/

Professor Dr. Ashfaque Hossain

Director, Center for Advanced Research in Arts and Social Sciences (CARASS)
and Member-Secretary, Conference Organizing Committee

Chairman, Department of History, University of Dhaka
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Keynote Paper 1

After Postcolonialism: Islam and the Political Ecology of Maulana Bhashani

Iftekhar Iqbal
Associate Professor and Programme Leader,
History and International Studies Programme,
Universiti Brunei Darussalam

Abstract

Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan Bhashani (1880-1976) is widely remembered as the “Red Maulana”—a
political figure whose Islamic spirituality intersected with peasant radicalism and, at times, Maoist
currents. After postcolonialism as a critical project, however, Bhashani’s legacy also invites a different kind
of reading—one that takes religion and ecology seriously without reducing either to culture or ideology.
Tracing Bhashani’s engagements across Islamic ethical and environmental traditions, his own moment of
deltaic politics, and longer histories of water and agrarian struggle across the late colonial, Pakistan, and
Bangladesh eras, this paper argues for a reconsideration of him as a spiritual environmentalist. At a time
when water politics and ecological breakdown haunt South Asia, Bhashani’s fusion of prophetic ethics and
ecological justice offers an urgent decolonial lens—suggesting that the “Red Maulana” was, in many ways,
also a Green one.

Short bio

Iftekhar Igbal works in environmental history and the broader humanities. Formerly a member of the
History Department at the University of Dhaka, he currently teaches and leads the History and International
Studies Programme at Universiti Brunei Darussalam. His books include 7he Bengal Delta: Ecology, State
and Social Change, 1840—1943 (Palgrave Macmillan, 2010) and The Range of the River: A Riverine
History of Empire across China, India, and Southeast Asia (Stanford University Press, 2025). His other
works include the co-edited Fluid Phenomena: The River and Anthropocene Life-World in the Asia-Pacific
(forthcoming, Brill, 2026) and University of Dhaka: Making, Unmaking, Remaking (Prothoma, 2016). He
is currently working on Anthropocene South Asia: A Short History (under contract with Cambridge
University Press).

Igbal trained as a historian at the Universities of Dhaka and Cambridge, where he obtained an MPhil and
PhD. He has held a British Academy Visiting Fellowship, a Georg Forster Senior Fellowship of the
Alexander von Humboldt Foundation, and a visiting position at the Aga Khan University (London), King’s
College London and Humboldt University Berlin. His first monograph, The Bengal Delta, received the
University Grants Commission Bangladesh Book Award and an Honourable Mention from the Bernard
Cohn Prize Committee of the Association for Asian Studies. Igbal is Associate Editor of South Asia:
Journal of South Asian Studies and serves on the editorial boards of Conservation and Society and the
Primus series Nature, Culture and Colonialism in South Asia.

International Conference on Decolonization and Maulana Bhashani







Keynote Paper 2

Maulana Bhashani was far more a philosopher than a mere politician
Soumitra Dastidar

Abstract

Reseracher and FilmmakerIn the politics of the entire subcontinent, there is only one figure truly
comparable to him: China’s Sun Yat-sen. Sun was blessed with a disciple like Mao Zedong, which made
the Chinese revolution relatively smoother. Bhashani’s tragedy was that he placed his trust in the
communists and dreamt of building a socialist state in the backward society of then East Bengal; yet those
very communists betrayed him time and again. Maulana Bhashani was never a communist in the doctrinal
terms, but he remained a lifelong believer in left-wing politics. Even the “Palanbadi” (peasant-centric)
philosophy he preached in the final phase of his life was nothing but a distinctive strain of socialist
ideology. Bhashani was uncompromisingly secular. He remains the only political leader in the subcontinent
after whose death Hindus and Muslims jointly observed both Milad-un-Nabi and Shraddha ceremonies side
by side. Bhashani was the undisputed leader of the oppressed (majlum jananeta). His heroic fight against
the Assam Line System could serve as the screenplay for an epic film. He lived a burning flame till the age
of 96. Until the very last moment before his death, he thundered on issues ranging from ecology to the
rights of the downtrodden. Writing about such a dazzling, multi-hued colossus is excruciatingly difficult,
yet I and many others have tried. Through our writings on Maulana Bhashani we have attempted to rekindle
Bhashani’s thought afresh in the public mind. Making a full-length documentary on Bhashani is a dream
that every documentary filmmaker like me cherishes in the deepest corner of their heart. But I have neither
a producer nor the financial muscle to back it. Even so, with whatever little help I could gather from
countless Bhashani followers, I have managed to create a small audio-visual piece. However modest, I
believe this effort will, one day, prove useful to future researchers on Bhashani.

Short bio

Soumitra Dastidar is an Indian Documentary filmmaker and author. His recent documentary on
Bangladesh’s July uprising ‘36 July: States Versus People’ has been blocked on YouTube in India due to an
order from the government related to national security or public order. The film, which premiered in
Bangladesh on August 4, 2025, and was later uploaded online. While accessible in Bangladesh, Indian
viewers cannot stream it.

The documentary features interviews with activist Badruddin Umar, journalist Tasneem Khalil, actress
Quazi Nawshaba Ahmed, Sharmin Ahmad (daughter of Tajuddin Ahmad), Dhaka University student leader
Meghmallar Basu, and activist Umama Fatema.
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Bhasani to Red Mawlana: Representation in image
Dr. Sahidul Hasan
Ahmed Rasel
Ayesha Jahan

Abdul Hamid Khan Bhasani was a political leader in South Asian politics who dedicated his entire life to
resisting oppression and repression. This leader experienced the colonial to post-colonial political transition and
the tragedies of human life and society. Throughout his life, he sought to stand in favour of the proletariat. Even
today, in this region, he is recognised as a communist, often referred to as the ‘Red Mawlana’. This is a very
interesting title for Bhasani, because while ‘red’ clearly signifies his communist character, it also raises the
question of how this notion of ‘red’ aligns with the identity of a ‘mawlana’. This article argues that the
‘mawlana’ characteristics as represented through various public images of Bhasani were a creation of media
representations. The research will examine visual representations from different stages of his life, as well as
contemporary portrayals, to understand how these images construct and communicate his identity. After his
death, he has been remembered and represented in various political crises of Bangladesh. National daily and
weekly newspapers published special features in his remembrance of the ‘Red Mawlana’. These features will be
used as the primary sources for this investigation. The findings will strengthen our understanding of Comrade
Bhasani as a ‘Mawlana’ (a Persian word denoting a religious leader) and provide a clear sense of his political
and cultural persona. It will also help to realize that his comradeship and religious leadership both were signs of
human love.

Keywords: Oppression, Repression, Red Mawlana, Comradeship

The Kagmari Conference of 1957: Populist Mobilizations and Cultural Assertion
Sharmin Jahan Chowdhury

Azrin Afrin

The Kagmari Conference, held in 1957 under the leadership of Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan Bhashani, was a
landmark political assembly in East Bengal that played a crucial role in mobilizing rural populations and
articulating demands for greater autonomy. This paper examines the historical context, objectives, and outcomes
of the conference, highlighting its dual character as both a political and cultural gathering. Drawing on
contemporary reports, archival materials, and secondary scholarship, the study explores Bhashani’s populist
leadership, his advocacy for peasant rights, and his opposition to Pakistan’s participation in Western military
alliances. The conference’s proceedings reveal the emergence of a left-leaning, grassroots political discourse
that sought to challenge entrenched feudal and colonial structures. By situating the Kagmari Conference within
the broader trajectory of East Bengal’s socio-political transformations, the article underscores its enduring
significance as a catalyst for regional political consciousness, grassroots mobilization, and the assertion of
cultural and social identity.

Keywords: Kagmari Conference, political consciousness, grassroots mobilization.
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Socialist Aspirations of the Muslim ‘Periphery’ in East Bengal

Zunayed Ahmed Ehsan

This paper explores how the intersection of Islam and Marxism (re)shaped peasant insurgencies against
colonialism and feudalism and working-class uprisings against the ruling elites in 20thcentury. East Bengal
(now known as Bangladesh). For this project, I primarily focus on a Sufi saint and peasant leader named
Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan Bhashani (1885-1976) who throughout his life fought for the causes of workers and
landless peasants and preached for religious tolerance with his political philosophy Rububiyah (divine
providence) or politics of care/nourishment. This paper first scrutinizes Maulana Bhashani’s religio-political
philosophy,which enabled him to reconcile and synthesize two seemingly opposing ideological traditions within
spatio-temporal contexts of East Bengal’s political landscapes. It then situates this “peripheral” case study within
broader historical and geographical “centers” of convergence between religion and Marxism (Rodinson 1979,
Kertzer 1980, Maclntyre 1984), engaging withexamples such as the Bolshevik-Muslim alliances (Fowkes 2009),
Arab Socialism (Bardawil 2020), Christian Communism (Kautsky 1908, Weitling 1969), Jewish Marxism
(Postone 1993) and liberation theology (Gutiérrez 1971). I examine how the socialist spirations arising from the
Muslim margins of East Bengal can be interpreted as a subaltern resistance against bothcolonial and capitalist
forms of domination and how this subaltern resistance can be theorizedwithin the domain of Islamic discursive
traditions.

Keywords: Islam, Marxism, Maulana Bhashani, Subaltern Resistance, East Bengal

Maulana Bhasani’s Philosophy of Resistance for the Emancipation of the Masses
Supad Kumar Ghose

Abdul Hamid Khan Bhasani is a rare leader in the subcontinent who always took the side of the oppressed
masses and sought to resist exploitation, oppression and injustice against them for their emancipation. This paper
explores a variety of resistance movements that Maulana Bhasani led throughout his long life as a leader and
champion of the oppressed. There are several strands in the political thought as well as philosophy of Maulana
Bhasani. However, what figured most prominently in this regard is his political philosophy of resistance to
exploitation, oppression and injustice. Wherever Bhasani discovered exploitation and oppression of the masses
perpetuated by the various elites, he led to resist. As part of his politics and philosophy of resistance, Bhasani
always took the side of the masses for their emancipation. This paper dealt with his resistance against the
Jaminders in Bengal for the emancipation of the peasants. It explored Bhasani’s resistance against the Assam
Government for the poor peasants of Bengal.lt has also delved into his resistance against the British Raj. Part [V
has excavated his resistance to the Pakistani ruling elites for the citizens of East Bengal. Last but not the least,
Bhasani led resistance movement against American imperialisms for the emancipation of the exploited masses
all over the world. As part of his resistance against imperialism, Bhasani participated in different international
peace conferences, spoke against imperialism, mainly against American imperialism and exhorted peace
activists of the world to resist imperialism for the emancipation of the masses. Methodologically speaking, this
research has used Foculdian critical methods of social research for emancipatory purposes of the masses.

Keywords: Maulana Bhasani, Resistance, Masses, Emancipation, American Imperialism
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The Peace Ideologies and Initiatives of Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan
Bhashani: Relevance for Contemporary Peacebuilding

Salma Sonia

This paper explores the peace-oriented initiatives and ideologies of Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan Bhashani
(1880-1976), a prominent anti-colonial leader, and advocate of the oppressed in South Asia, whose political
philosophy continues to hold relevance in contemporary peace and conflict discourse. The study examines
Bhashani’s lifelong commitment to social justice, anti-imperialism, and non-violent resistance as integral
components of his vision for sustainable peace. Drawing on historical documents, speeches, and secondary
literature, it analyzes how his emphasis on equity, grassroots empowerment, and inter-communal harmony
shaped his approach to conflict resolution in pre- and post-independence Bangladesh. The research also
investigates his ideological fusion of Islamic humanism and socialist egalitarianism, which framed peace as
inseparable from economic justice and freedom from exploitation. By connecting Bhashani’s peace philosophy
to present-day challenges- such as political polarization, socioeconomic inequality, and global power
asymmetries- the study argues that his people-centric and moral approach to peacebuilding remains a vital
resource for contemporary policy and peace studies. The findings underscore that Bhashani’s enduring legacy
lies in his conviction that peace cannot be achieved merely through political settlements, but through justice,
dignity, and empowerment of the marginalized.

Keywords: peace building, anti-colonial leader.

Bhashani’s fight against neocolonialism and its impact on the quest for
independence Bangladesh

G. M. Arifuzzaman

Neocolonialism, introduced into the academic discourse after the second World War, describes the developed
nation's hegemony of power supremacy over poor nations in the form of economic and cultural imperialism, aid
politics, globalization. Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan Bhashani, popularly known as 'Mojlum jononeta' (Leader
of the oppressed), waged a relentless fight against neocolonialism throughout his political career between 1917
and 1976. This paper aims to explore how his political idealogy coupled with his action-oriented political
activities inspired the people of Indian subcontinent in general and Bangladesh in particular to challenge
neocolonialism. Adopting explorative research approach through content analysis, this paper uses secondary
data from various sources such as books, newspapers and websites. The explorative study informs that
Bhashani’s fight against neocolonialism during the pre-liberation, the liberation war and the post-liberation war
periods in Bangladesh illustrates his political philosophy that vehemently opposed prejudice and subjugation of
the rights of the underprivileged and the marginalized, particularly farmers. He opposed elitism, Pakistani
exploitation, the imperialist foreign policy of the western countries during pre- Liberation period and the
regional hegemony of India in post- Liberation period. His action-oriented politics involving workers and
peasants and blending religion and socialism was a paradigm shift in the realm of the politics of the Indian
sub-continent. He pioneered the idea of an independent East Pakistan through the Kishan movement and the
establishment of a political party. Especially, his call for an independent East Pakistan after the central
government's indifference towards the 1970 cyclone reinforced the push for the 1971 Liberation War. His voice
against the biased foreign policy of the then Bangladesh government and the Farakka March demonstrated how
Bhashani remained ever vigilant against exploitation of any sort. The paper evaluates the impact of Bhashani's
life-long struggles against neocolonialism on various socio- political aspects in Bangladesh especially the birth
of Bangladesh as an independent nation.

Keywords: Bangladesh, Bhashani, Indian subcontinent, neocolonialism, struggle.
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Blending Islam and Socialism: The Impact of Unique Political Ideology of
Maulana Bhasani in International Relations

Md Rahatul Mowla Rahat
Md Al Mahmud
Mahammad Sohel

Maulana Bhasani is one of the most distinctive political figures in the history of Bangladesh who demonstrated
a unique ability to combine Islamic principles and socialist thoughts in his political ideology. The main objective
of this study is to understand how Bhasani's unique political ideology has not only influenced domestic politics,
but also its impact on International Relations. The study uses a qualitative method. Bhasani's speeches, writings,
and archival records are considered as primary sources. In addition, six expert interviews and four focus group
discussions were conducted using purposive sampling. Biographies, academic articles, newspapers and
historical analysis were used as secondary sources. The results show that Bhasani's political vision has created a
pragmatic connection between religion and social justice. It has not only influenced the empowerment of
farmers and rural people and the promotion of non-discriminatory policies, but also influenced various non-state
actors (Rural communities, peasant organizations, religious and leftist networks) at the regional and
international level. The thematic analysis of this study identified five core themes: (i) Integration of religion and
social justice in leadership with international relevance, (ii) Influence on non-state actors and transnational
networks, (iii) Strategic combination of socialist principles and Islamic ideology in cross-border political
discourse, (iv) Implications of Bhasani’s ideology for understanding religiously and socially oriented
movements in International Relations, and (v) Maulana Bhasani's political ideology versus the current reality of
international structure. These findings demonstrate that Maulana Bhasani’s blending of Islam and socialism
offers a unique lens to analyze how ideology-driven leadership can extend its impact beyond national borders,
influencing regional cooperation, political alignments, and the behavior of both state and non-state actors in the
international system.

Keywords: Political ideology, Islamic principles, Socialist thoughts, Non-state actors, Strategic combination

Maulana Bhashani and the Decolonial Struggle: Islam, Peasant Resistance
and Subaltern Politics in South Asia

Md. Akib

Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan Bhashani was a unique figure in the post-colonial politics of South Asia, who
integrated religion, sociology, and peasant movements into a distinctive vision of liberation. This paper analyzes
Bhashani’s role in the broader context of South Asian decolonization, where Islam is understood not merely as
a spiritual belief, but as a moral foundation for resisting colonial and neo-colonial domination. Bhashani’s
peasant-led movements fought not only for land and economic rights, but also for social justice and political
autonomy. The peasant uprisings under his leadership can be seen as efforts to break the continuity of colonial
exploitation, giving political voice to subaltern communities. Simultaneously, his Sufi-inspired political
philosophy fused spiritual ethics with mass struggle, setting a rare precedent in South Asian politics. This study
aims to read history from the perspective of the lower classes and marginalized groups, challenging dominant
colonial and nationalist narratives. Drawing on primary documents, political speeches, contemporary
newspapers, and the testimonies of direct participants in Bhashani’s movements, the paper presents an
alternative historiography. It reveals how the intersection of Islam, sociology, and peasant resistance linked
Bhashani’s politics to both regional and global liberation struggles, contributing a fresh dimension to theoretical
discourses on decolonization.

Keywords: Maulana Bhashani, Decolonization, Peasant Movement, Subaltern History, Sufi Politics, South Asia
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Legal Pluralism and Women’s Rights in Bangladesh: A Feminist Reinterpretation
Naznin S. Niti

Legal pluralism, or coexistence of a variety of legal systems within a single social and political order, has long
characterized the legal landscape of Bangladesh. Statutory, religious, and customary laws coexist and overlap in
complicated and mutually contradictory patterns that profoundly affect women’s rights. Although legal
pluralism is sometimes celebrated for accommodating cultural diversity and offering individuals multiple
forums for justice, its effect upon women'’s equality is much more complex. The present article argues that legal
pluralism in Bangladesh tends to reinforce patriarchal systems and maintain systematic gender discrimination,
not least in areas like marriage, divorce, inheritance, and property rights. Nonetheless, it also argues that, when
placed in a feminist legal theoretical perspective, pluralism itself can be reconceptualized as a contested space
of oppression and potential transformation. It questions the assumption that legal pluralism is a neutral or
inclusive process. The approaches of different feminist theories clearly affirm how plural laws deny women’s
equality, how patriarchy in religion and custom overrides women’s autonomy, and how colonial legacies
preserved “tradition” while reinforcing male dominance. Thus, women’s lives under the plural legal systems are
marked not only by exclusion, but also by differential access to justice based on class, religion, and ethnicity.
Focusing on the context of Bangladesh, this article considers how Muslim family law, Hindu law, and customary
practice among indigenous peoples regulate women’s lives, frequently by giving priority to communal rather
than gender justice. At the same time, statutory entitlements—such as constitutional guarantees of
equality—coexist uncomfortably alongside the personal laws, giving rise to a fragmented system that allows for
both intentional evading and structural exploitation. By reinterpreting legal pluralism through feminist
theory, the article underscores the need to shift debates away from the binary of “one law for all” versus
“respect for diversity.” Instead, it advocates for harmonizing plural systems with international human rights
standards, amplifying women’s voices in legal reform, and challenging patriarchal interpretations of
religious law.

Keywords: Patriarchal, Autonomy, Colonial legacies, Binary

Outsiderness And Lal-Maulana: A Non-belonging Political and
Spiritual Leader in South Asia

Sashwati Sanyal Sreya

Empowering and unifying the poor, voiceless, and marginalized people while advocating for them, Maulana
Abdul Hamid Khan Bhashani (1880-1976) set an extraordinary example of political leadership in the history of
South Asia. Due to his worth-mentioning contributions, he was known as Mazlum Jononeta and was also
revered as a visionary Islamic scholar. However, what made him really unique was his absence of attachment to
a particular community. This paper reflects how the identity of “no one’s man” made him a leader for all by
connecting with different marginalized groups and by playing a significant role in anti-British agitation in the
colonial British period, the division of India and Pakistan, and the birth of Bangladesh. Crossing the boundaries
of ethnicity, religion, and any other specific identity, he played a paramount role in peasant politics, grassroots
movements, Assam’s anticolonial struggle, and the early momentum of Bangladesh’s independence. Existing
literature mostly analyzed his political contributions from different dimensions, but the arena of his
non-belonging nature that helped him to unite marginalized people together, which is the heart of his political
uniqueness, is less emphasized. This study aims to answer how his idea of staying beyond any attached identity
helped him to become a strong voice for the voiceless people and create broader social movements that go
beyond both defined borders and specific identities. Main findings include how an outsider identity helped him
to relate to the group of outsiders by deepening solidarity and building trust while emphasizing the political
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nuances of Maulana Bhashani. Shedding light on his unique and under-explored political notion of being an
outsider will help to reshape the idea of political leadership in today's South Asia by reducing the ‘us’ vs ‘them’
mentality, eliminating extremist narratives, and creating an inclusive political approach that goes beyond
religious, communal, and other groups’ identities.

Keywords: Political leader, South Asia, Maulana Bhashani, Outsiderness.

Decolonizing Maulana Bhashani’s Feminist Approaches: A Comparative
Analysis of Rabubiyaah and Global Feminist Perspectives

Ahadul Seraj

Feminist Rabubiyaah is a liberation framework rooted in Maulana Bhashani’s philosophy of divine lordship,
reinterpreted to mean that no human—whether through class, gender, or culture—has legitimate authority to
dominate another, and that women’s dignity, labor, and autonomy must be equally sustained and valued as part
of universal justice. Maulana Bhashan’s philosophy of Rabubiyaah, derived from the Quranic concept of
Tawhid al-Rububiyah (Oneness of Divine Lordship), articulated a radical critique of domination: since Allah
alone is the Rabb (sustainer, nurturer, sovereign), no human being has legitimate authority to exploit or dominate
others. Historically, Bhashani employed Rabubiyaah to challenge colonialism, feudalism, and capitalist
structures, mobilizing peasants in anti-imperial and agrarian struggles. From a feminist standpoint, Rabubiyaah
contains transformative potential: if divine sovereignty nullifies human lordship as well as patriarchy itself
where men assert control over women’s bodies, labour, agency which emerges as a theological illegitimacy, a
form of shirk (to consider oneself equal to God). This study seeks to interrogate Bhashani’s philosophy in
dialogue with global feminist theories and to assess its viability as a universal framework for gender justice.

Keywords: Rabubiyaah, Global Feminist.
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Associate Professor, Universiti Brunei Darussalam
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Professor Serajul Islam Choudhury
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2:30 PM - 3:30 PM
Paper Presentation (Session 2)
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Sharmin Jahan Chowdhury, Azrin Afrin
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International Conference on Decolonization and Maulana Bhashani
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A plaque commemorating Maulana Bhasani’s Farakka
Long March installed at Kansat High School.

CARASS Research Team at Kansat High School
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